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Frontcover SACRED EPIC OF THE PEACEMAKER\rtist:
John Kahionhes Fadden (Mohawk). Reprinted by permission.

ARTISTS DESCRIPTION: In the upper Idftand corner is thg
eclipse of the sun with developiraprn. This is when the cor
was kreehigh in Seneca country, and there vaaseclipse of thg
sun, and this served as a sign in the sky to a relugtaop of
Senecas [when the Black Sun persuaded the westernmost S
to follow Deganawidah]. The man in the upper middle repres
both he Peacemaker [Deganawidah] and Aiionwatha [Hiawat
singing the Peace Song that helped turn the mindof Atadahdg
cannibal warlord,Atotarho, powerfulOnondaga sorcerer wit
snakes in his hair]. The antlers signify leadership, and the ¢
rattleaccampanies the Peace Song. In the background are cl
representingpatural forces at work, and below the clouds is a |
and hills. This symbolizes the People of The Hills/Onondaga,
the lake is Onondaga Lakéhere the League was formed. In frg
of thelake are symbols of theriginal Nations [the Five Nation
of the Iroquois League of Nations founded by the Proj
Deganawidah and his first convert, Hiawatha].From right to
are: People of the Flint (Mohawk), People of the Upright St
(Oneida), Peple of the Hills (Onondaga), Peopdé the Swamp
(Cayuga), and People of the Great Mountain (Seneca). Jst
left of these national symbols is a bone comb symbol of
removal of thesnakes from Atadarhos head [by Hiawatha, wh
name means, He Whoombs]. Below the comb is Atadarho [w}
became Firekeeper, Wampum Keeper and Chief of Chiefs o
League of Nations], and as the PeaceSong takes effect, th
club is loosened from his hand. To his righthe symbol of the
Council Fire, the gatheringlace of the Five Nations, of clan
and of family. Below that are further natural elements flowers
growin the grasses, and beneath these plants can be se
image of a turtlerepresenting Turtle Island North America.
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OJBS: The Online Jour nal of Baha

Editorso Introduction

Ismael Velasco
Tenerife, Independent Scholar

Christopher Buck, Ph.D., J.D.
Pittsburgh, Independent Scholar

The Online Journal of Bah802 Studies
Welcome to thenaugural issuef theOnl i ne Jour nal,aof Bah§go?
new resource of academic, essayi st an
Faith, its origins, ideas, and adaptations. Tmine Journal ofB a h 8 6 2

Studiesis an international opeaccess peeaeviewed journal within the

field of Bah862 studies.

0
d

Bah

At the core of Bah862 studies is the
t he B e

t he i ndependent wor |l d religioers,
scholarly as well as popular interest. It is this interest that has given birth to
t he emergent field of Bah&go? studi es.
interdisciplinary studies, rather than a discipline with discipsipecific

methodologies. As such,g®n |l i ne Jour nalwilpodvertBea h 862 St uc
course of its progress and development, benefit from a greater resource pool

of reviewers, whose respective areas of expertise will span a broad range of

disciplines and arts. As the quality of scholarsdig art progresses not

to mention the prestige that these will attract to the Journal @sethe

Editors have every confidence that@ | i ne Jour nalwillof Bah§8G6?
enrich Bahg802? -insgiredédwi. es and Bah§86?2

The Journal aims to broaden & culture and community of discourse of

Bahg8062 studies, mai ntaining the best of
known new voices, transmitting the excellent work going on in the more

devel oped areas of Bah&g8o0? schol arship
representing the emergent work that is being done in equally important but

less consolidated areas, such as sociology, the sciences, international

relations, social and economic development, psychology, business, etc. The

Online Journalrepoéd s Bathg ort St edi eesr sd6 pr act
the call of the Universal House of Justice to evolve a new paradigm of

Bah862 schol ar s h imethodalogichity prescriptvelway, n a non
with a distinctively dialogic interaction between what Moojan Moroalts

the #Ainterior (1. e. schol arship that de\
and is based on faith) and exterior (i.e. academic scholarship based on the
rationalistic, mat er i alThefacitimt Shogi hodol ogy

! Mooj an Memémdod ogy i Baha8hHgo 2S5t 32001EB002, REBL. e w

0JBSOnlineJournal ofB a h Stddres 1 1 (2007), 1-3
© 2007Ismael Velasco
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2 Ismael Velasco Editors Introduction

Effendi described th& a h § 6 2 Faith as dAscientific 1in
applies to fi elyettherdis r® aihgl inéthodlogy thate s ,
comprehends, much | ess defines, Bahg862 Si

TheOnl i ne Jour nal isalfo mBlavbcgl,6combiSinguhedi e s

beg of academic writing with the best of nacademic literary reflection.

Work grounded in academic methods, as well as-egistructed work

generated from within a faith perspective, will both be welcome, so long as

such work is distinguished by excellenand collegiality. The primary

criterion for publication in theJournal will, first and foremost, be the

guality of original research or i nsight
Studies.

Therefore theOnl i ne Jour nal wilbpublisB arigisabpeer St udi e s
reviewed articles, essays, provisional translations, research notes,
bibliographical surveys, book and art reviews, as well as poetry,
photographs and other visual art. Theurnal will uphold canons of

academic freedom, as refined by academegrty and tempered by respect

for communal values. Art publishedint®en | i ne Journal of Bah§8656
will honor artistic individualism as it expressively illumines aspects of the
Bah§go? experience. We invite submission:

genres for publication:

Research Articles: The Journal invites welsearched academic

papers in Bah8062 studies, anchored fii
well as in the primary sources themselves. On submission, each

paper will be sent out for peer rew. Peer reviewers will then

recommend submissions for publication, conditional acceptance

(revision required), or publication elsewhere.

Essays and Opinion&reliminary, exploratorpapers that open up a

field of i nqui ry tingport8na duéstions thatt udi es o
serve as a stimulus to further research have their own contribution to

make and are therefore invited as well. Exploratory papers might be

relatively underdeveloped in their engagement with the field of study

with which they convese, such that a specialist might find minor

weaknesses in a discipligpecific sense. Yet such an essay may
represent the very first engagement C
arena of discussion, and thus stimulate further work and more

rigorous treatmenty scholars with greater expertise in the field and

who were previously wunfamiliar with s
principles.

Shoghi Effendi, letter dated June 1933 to the High CommissfonBalestineSir Arthur Wauchopge
citedinThe Bah §0,21938/135¢13)z354n e

0OJBSOnlineJournal ofB a h Stédres 2 1 (2007)
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3 Ismael Velasco Editors Introduction

Research Notes and BibliographiReports of researein-progress
or literature reviews will provide a useful adjunct ftwe tfield of
Bahg862 studies as well

Art and Literary Pieces: Engaging or otherwise wetlfted essays

that employ artistically expressive means to evoke insight are

wel come. While these essays may pri ma
in mind, they should @gssess such literary merit as to have wider

appeal. Visual art is also invited for publication.

Academics, independent scholars, literati, and translators are directed to

submit their manuscripts for consideration to the EditeChief, Ismael

Velasco. #arting with Vol. 2, theOnl i ne Jour nal wibf Bah§go?
publish in the mode of fAprogressive publ
appear in the sequence in which they are edited. This serial publication

mode will allow for more quality controland will further engage our

international readership over the course of each publication cycle. There

will also be the opportunity to discuss the papers online in a bulletin board

forum.

The Editors

Active in Bahg862 schol anaetMelaspolife®im mor e t h
the United Kingdom. A graduate of Edinburgh University in history with a

professional background in social and economic development, Velasco has
published scholarly articles and book <c¢h
and communitydevelopment. Ismael Velasco publishes an online blog,

Bah§802 E phitpg/babdiepistolary.blaggpot.com

Dr. Christopher Buck (Ph.D.Study of Religion University of Toronto,

1996; J.D.,Consttutional Law and Civil RightsThomas M. Cooley Law

School, 2006) is an attorney and independent scholar. Authalair

Locke: Faith and Philosoph{2005),Paradise and Paradigm: Key Symbols

in Persian Christi af(l999)Symaah ad Secee Bah&§0?
Qur 6an Commentary i -inlqarB @998/2004%) lahd§8 h 6 s Ki t &
contributor of a lead chapter to tliel ac k we | | Companion to tl
(2006), Dr. Buck practices law at the law firm of Pribanic & Pribanic (White

Oak, PA). At Michigan State Univsity (200G 2004), Quincy University

(1999 2000), Millikin University (19971999), and Carleton University

(1994 1996), Dr. Buck taught American studies, African American studies,

Il sl amic studies, and religious studies.
publications may be accessed onlindp://christopherbuck.com

Guidelines for OJBS contributoea v ai | abl e on the journal
http://www.ojbs.org
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TheBah862 Contribution to Cosmopol
Relations Theory

Dr. Nalinie Mooten
Republic of Ireland, University of Limerick

Introduction to IR and to the Theme of Cosmopolitanism

AThere is no such thing astruth, fopteer f ect t he
truth which it is supposed to embody is in fact a thousand truths which
constantly gfow and change. 0

Crawford shares the view that no intelle
the ambiguity of its subject matter, or the contestability ¢f s t heor i es o t h:
International RelationsThi s ambi guity can be expl ain:
t r a n $in whicb many claim we live in, or by the complex, and thus

kinetic nature, of world politics in our times. Germane to this idea is that

many processes working below or beyond the limited territory of the

modern natiorstate are challenging its ethos and so the very foundation of

International Relations, thus contributing to a growing sense of

Abewi |l der ment o. Thi s s enotgamiondiewi | der me
change in international politics, refers to the weakening of the powers of the

nationstate due to the presence of extedional forces, such as the

question of human rights, the environment, increasing migration, modern

slavery, and theglobal economyThis perplexity is, furthermore, linked to

these global forces that destabilise the nasi@te in its traditionally secure,

self-sufficient, and unquestioned authoritience, scholars and politicians

refer to the complexity of humanteractions and relations, which foster a

sentiment of confusionAs Paul and Hal l cl ai m, nWor |
twenty first century is |likelylnto be mor
Rosenauods eyes, such compl exity has en

interdependence and interaction of societies, and, therefore, the

! Throughout this paper the initial IR will be used to designate International Relations Theory.

2 Anwar Hussein SyedWal t er Li ppmands Phi | os ¢ (Philgdelpbid: Internationa
University of Pennsylvania Press, 1963), 18

® Robert Crawford)dealism and Realism in International Relations: Beyond the Discip{lrandon:
Routledge, 2000), 1

“The concept of the fage of tr aorsssuchasoBnvinldsdos been expres:
The I nner Limits of Mankind: Her eti cal (LoRdorM: Oreeworld ons on Today®
Publications, 1989); Stephen Toulmi@psmopolis (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1970); David Held,
Democracy andhe Global Order: From the Modern State to Cosmopolitan Governai@ambridge: Polity,
1995); or James N. Rosenalhe Study of Global Interdependence: Essays on Transnationalisation of World
Affairs, (London: Frances Pinter Publishers, 1980)

> fi C o nably wevare so confused that even the fact of change perplexes us. Conceivably the forms of
world politics have undergone alteration while the underlyin
N. RosenauThe Study of Global Interdependengel?2).

6 T.V. Paul & John Hall|nternational Order and the Future of World Politjid€ambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1999), 11

0JBSOnlineJournal ofB a h Stddres 4 1 (2007), 4-70
© 2007Nalinie Mooten



5 Dr. Nalinie Mooten Bah&go6?2 Cont

transnationalisation of world affairs, which brings with it challenges for
theorising IR’

The existing sense of perplexity also arises from the fact that the diversity of
political thought n the disciplineis sometimes prone to bring manifold
contradictory assumptions (especially within traditional orthodox IR theory)
about human and political behaviours, which are not easily reconciled.
These contradictory views are found in the two magastrs of thought in
International Relations, one known as realism or the classical tradition, and

the other as liberal internationalism. Sommay be too simply would say

that realism is a pessimistic view of IR, and others that liberal
internationalismis the optimistic voice of the subjédf. we take the view

that liberal internationalism is in strict opposition to realism, it is possible to
describe liberalism as an optimistic and progressive viewpoint that considers
human nature either as good orhawing the potential to overcome its evil
components. Liberal internationalism is, however, not the only possible
channel through which one can find a voice to express the dissatisfaction
with a static/sceptic worldview. Indeed, Persram notes that there i
simplicity in the account that there are many thecdiies t r eal | y onl
about t ReEmmmadid®d . adde dhnd Raity wenfidd 6ut o
critical theories, including cosmopolitan democracy, critical international
theory, feminist approaches or post moder ni s m, which off
views, and call for the reconceptualisation of a world centred upon the fixity

of the natiorstate and power relatiorfsince realism offers a myopic vision,

which emphasises shedrm interests and the ingéability of conflict, |

choose to concentrate on the Aoptimistic
which assert that change in international affairs is possibhis relates to

the idea that the realisation wof the figo
bounded unit$ and is a concern of the main approach scrutinised in this

work: cosmopolitanism, or the cosmopolitan tradition. This tradition is used

in two ways in this paper: firstly, as a description of the world around us, in

particular, thedevelopment of transnational processes, and secondly, as a
prescriptive or normative view of o&édwhat |

O>§

y t
pi a

" James N. Rosenalihe Study of Global Interdependente,

8 See lan Clark,The Hierarchy of States: Reform and Resistain the International Order
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 198968%&nd Robert Crawfordigdealism and Realisn73

°Nal i ni Per sram, fAiCoda, Sovereignty, SufFrat&cti vity, Strat
Nalini Persram, (eds.Eritical Perspectives on World Politickondon: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 1999, 165

©Since E.Tthe Clawerndtsy i 29 alébel Bas been mit on liberal international
writers as Autopiano or fi de adenigrated sincetieimiarmarb peéy i ofd. t Mdaght ha
wi dely held that this critigue had a devastating i mpact on
Crisis and the Category of Idealism in Ida)Tkinkereof i onal Rel ati o
the Twenty Y eWarRealisnCReassess@kford: Qlareadon Press, 1995, 1).

™ n this paper, it will be implicitly contended that beliefs can shape and influence our conduct. In other
words, in IR, the adoption of a posiiand optimistic vision, and the belief that peoples and states are fully able to
use the faculty of reflection (belief) enhance the chances of building a more just and equitable world order
(conduct/behaviour).

2Richard Devetak, f#AVhenBr djngactr nat i MMdldmmumiet ati ons Theor
Journal of International Studie4995, 24 (1), 38.

0OJBSOnlineJournal ofB a h Stédres 5 1 (2007)
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6 Dr. Nalinie Mooten Bah&go6?2 Cont

This paper, which is based on various extracts of my doctoral work, will

scrutinise cosmopolitanism within IR theory; presénet Bah 8062 model ; a
correlate it to a cosmopolitan approach
hand, represents a strong reinforcement of the cosmopolitan tradition of

thought, underlining its validity and necessity, and on the other hand, centres
ontheconcept of the 06o0nen-gystam, delineatingmani tyoé i
a rearticulation of ethical cosmopolitan robt3his principle reflects the

sameness (which does not correspond to homogeneity, but instead draws on

a commonality shared by humanity)al human beings across the globe. In

other words, it emphasises that humanity constitutes one race and a single

people. To underline the ndrmogenising effects of the oneness of

humanity, Bahg862 writings always mention
unity i n"Tdiev eBrashi&ody20. model is not only ba
oneness, but also on a recommended scheme of global goveahargiees

practical expression to this principle.

model supports the idea of wming away from an obsession with state

sovereignty, and embraces the broader and more inclusive level of humanity

that denounces unjustified divisidha h 862 vi ews add force to
that the natiorstate, as the primary unit of IR, has had its day thereby

highlight the need to include more flexible nstate actors. Robert Cox has

expressed the same idea when he avers that the state is just one of the forces

that shapes the present world, and admittedly not the most importakit one.

The onenes®f mankind, thus, needs to be recognised as international

politics have accepted the naturalness of political divisions, and a system

based on the spatial nature of the world. This principle is useful in

highlighting the artificiality of the concept of dosed, homogeneous, and

ethically deficient, nation. To another extent, it will be contended that as a
sacred approach with origins in the East
contribute to a growing Western secular cosmopolitan approach whilst

expandng its focus, thereby demonstrating the universality of the tradition.

The Nation-State as the Denial of the Oneness of Humankind
fiConceived of as an end in itself, the national state has come to be a denial

of the oneness of mankind, the source of gandisruption opposed to the
true interestls of its peopl eséo

'3 This implies the reiteration of the oneness of humankind and universal ethical values. The Stoics
stressed the oneness of humankind and the unity&li and fAundermined the assumed natur a
bet ween Greek and b aModdCitizermsinppand Goemmentk Costro@olitam 1deas in the
History of Western Political Thoughtlew York: St Martin's Press: 1996, 202).

“Bahgétnhaht onal GlebalAdionrPlan fgr Socifil Developmént Contri bution to the
first substantive session of the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations World Summit for Social
Development, Januaffyebruary 1994,

®Robert Cox in: Richard Devetak, #ACritTheoseds Theoryo, in:
of International Relationg2nd ed.), Basingtoke: Palgrave, 2001,.169

®Bahg§62 InternatAoBah§d&0ommaol ayatifion of oHuman Obligati
February 1947,
0OJBSOnlineJournal ofB a h Stédres 6 1 (2007)

© 2007Nalinie Mooten
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7 Dr. Nalinie Mooten Bah&go6?2 Cont

As humankind is a natural unit, cosmopolitanism questions the rettats

a divisive unit, as the principle actor in IR. In this way, cosmopolitanism
challenges the notion of the natum@rmanency of a world community
structured around divided national communities with forever distinct and
unvarying populations. In a teleological sense, the ndaiate is, thus,

probl ematic on the grounds thats it divi d:i
one, and whose consequent aim is to resi
Anderson views the natieht at e as an fAi maginedo and il
as fAno nation i magines itseltf coter mi no\

imagined as limited because even ldrgest of them, encompassing perhaps

a billion living human beings, has finite, if elastic, boundaries, beyond
which | i e Ulikbwise, Eritc dlobsbawn sidies that nationalism,
child of mot her nati on, repres.ents an ¢
excludes from its purview all who do not belong to its own nation, i.e. the
vast maj or ity Sincethd mtiohtatewivides thehuraad .
race, and oftentimes constructs aggressive and divisive borders, it cannot be
the supreme or finaxpression of human relationships on the planet, as this
would constitute a denial of our integral oneness. The nataie embodies

a citizenalien relationship that excludes all those who do not reside within,
whilst the cosmopolitan ideal ensures thhtshould have access to human
rights (albeit with reference to specificity)enshrined in a cosmopolitan

law, which are not dependent on a spatial and limited unit for its application.

Indeed, how can humanity find its natural home in a unit that e gise

to xenophobia, genocide, or nationalism? The notion that the unit of the
political state needs a homogeneous cultural nation has, as a consequence,
led to excessive exclusivity and jingoistic intolerance. This idea has also
encouraged the suppress of what is perceived as threats to a
homogeneous community, and which ironically represents a completely
il lusory notion, *due 1 nhetincréasing rcultutala r t ef act ¢
heterogeneity of its population that is caused by migration, diaspora, or
multiculturalism. In this regard, the Aristotelian notion of a good life locked
within apolis can no longer serve its purpose, and must be transposed onto a
more inclusive cosmopolis. Undeniably, the breakdown of the nataia
system entails new concépis of equality in terms of gender and race,
thereby confirming that the oneness of humankind, which works towards the
inclusion of vulnerable groups and the recognition of a diversified and yet
single human race, should be given greater attention ird\aédirs.

7 Anderson Benddt, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism
London: Verson, 1991, 7.

8 Hobsbawn in: Anthony D. SmitH\ations and Nationalism in the Global Er&ambridge: Polity
Press, 1995, 9.

®YFor instance chibdrengstsi ghd § omrwomentheir formul ati
broader human rights regime.
®See Eric Hobsbawn, Alnventing Tr adThelhvemieof, in Eric Hob:s

Tradition, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983.

0OJBSOnlineJournal ofB a h Stédres 7 1 (2007)
© 2007Nalinie Mooten



8 Dr. Nalinie Mooten Bah&go6?2 Cont

Here it is important to mention that feminist or postcolonial theahat

work toward fAequal rightso promote the
dichotomies such as superior/inferior, male/fefiglevi t h fAf emal ed0 havi
here an inferior status) They mention the Apolitical
empower ed subjectso underl ining di ver s
environmentalisn¥? Az z a Karam notes, AEmanci patol

inextricably linked to making the connections between local events and

global ores, and doing so through resistance and accommodating difference,

thus sharing in the?® Thead paradigms alsopp e o f p o
contribute to refining the cosmopolitan
project, but as one that seeks to unite @sdore dignity’while preserving

an enriching diversityBooth referred to this revised cosmopolitanism as
6sensitive®universalism.?©d

Additionally, the natiors t at e represents a Oprobl emé i
as it is a confined unit that is giverirpary importance by IR through realist
ideology, while its sphere of jurisdiction and influence have been rendered
obsolete by more global processes. The nattate, a particularistic unit,
cannot solve problems which are increasingly global, and whetvise,
demand global solutions. Indeed, there is enmeshment and interweaving of
processes in terms of economics and cuAttinat cannot be locked within
territorial confines. Globalisatiafy new technologies and the global and
instant accessibility of information have transformed the way peoples
interact with each other, becoming more integrated and closer than was
hitherto possible thereby challenging state sovereignty. The latter, as a cas
in point, asserts principles of namervention that weaken claims to
humanitarian intervention, strengthening the dichotomy between us/them
and inside/outside. Human solidarity cannot be created within solidified
borders: it has to be diffused througlorous borders and an inclusive
attitude of mind, i.e. alenkungsartthat is advocated by cosmopolites
Accordingly, the natiorstate cannot be treated as the ultimate unit within IR
theory.

The Etymology and Evolution of Cosmopolitanism

The etymol ogi cal root of Acosmopolitani s
Afcosmopoliso made up of the words fAcosmo
The original Greek definition of MAcosmop

ZAzza M. Karam, fAFeminist Fut urGlobabFuturesnShapihcan Pi et erse N
Globalization (New York: Zed Books, 2000), 184.

22 Braidotti, in:Ibid., p. 177.

ZAzza M. Karam, ,f.BE8minist Futureso

“AA local communiatry ewit muopamn besmponsi bilityéand no will
is the political key to human dignity, worth, and freedomo.
and Postmodern Ethicsod in: D a v iMibral Spaesp Rethinking BthicMand h a e | J. Shapi
World Politics Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1999, 177).

®Ken Boot h, AHuman Wr on g sintenatibnal Affairglp9s,&1 (1),0lh9a | Rel ati onso,

% with the movement of peoples across borders, culturalss carried across borders, which
challenges the notion that culture can be kept 6ésafed in a p

0OJBSOnlineJournal ofB a h Stédres 8 1 (2007)
© 2007Nalinie Mooten



9 Dr. Nalinie Mooten Bah&go6?2 Cont

city of humanity, which requiredwellers to give meaning and life to its

existence. The universal city, henceforth, goes hand in hand with a notion of
citizenship, and to be more precise, world citizenship. It is also possible to

trace the etymological roots of cosmopolitanism to thedworfi ¢ 0 s mo p
whi ch means fAcitizen of the world
ancient Greek Akosmosodo (world or

oliteo
0. Thi s
uni vers

is extremely relevant to correlate these two interpretations to the word

i c 0 s mo p one ibding a Qolitical and emotional habitat, or universal

city, and the other being the more personal, and not yet legalised affiliation
to that sense of belonging, or world citizenship. The Stoics, who conceived

of the whole universe as a home for wotitizens, conveyed this idea in
their teachings. AAfter al | t he
ancient Greek word of thgolis, and its members thmoliteiso !

Cosmopolitanism highlights the limitedness of political communities (the
polis was citicised by Stoicism), which now correlates to the inadequacy of
Oreasons of stated or Oreasons of
entwined?® Cosmopolitanism developed from being merely ethical, to more
political in the Renaissance and the igimMlenment, and present forms of
cosmopolitanism make use of both ethical and political arguments
especially with regard to an oun
under control if all are to share in its benefits.

Cosmopolitanism has three maprinciples: individuals (not states)

et ymol o

pol i ti

equal g

represent the basis of political communities; the equal moral worth of all
human beings; and the importance of developing principles which can all be

shared with respect to differend@sii Thi s | a-engesl,r mal o p
perspectivedo Held notes, Ai s a de
for testing the intersubjective validity of our conceptions of the good. It

en
vice fo

offers a way of exploring principles, norms and rules that might reasonably

command a & ineothen evortlsp cosmopolitanism starts from a

human perspective, rather than a state or a particular perspective, and
positively asserts that as humans we share commonalities and the propensity

to build peaceful societies.

Various strands of the tradition rcabe found in Stoic cosmopolitanism,

liberal cosmopolitanism (Enlightenment and modern cosmopolitanism), and

critical cosmopolitanism (a revisionist cosmopolitanism of the

Enlightenment), and share important points of convergence. They are

projects of uniersal emancipation, targeted firstly at the promotion of
uni versal communityd (ethical an

Ulrich K. Preuss, fACitizenship in the Europe
in D Archibugi & D Held & M Kéhler, (eds.)Re-imagining Political Community: Studies in Cosmopolitan
Democracy Cambridge: Polity Press, 1998, 145.

®David Held, fAFrom Executive to Cosmopolitan
Archibugi, (Eds)Taming Globalization: Frontiers of Gokeance Cambridge: Polity Press, 2003, 168.

zz David Held,From Executive to Cosmopolitan Multilateralisiré8.

Ibid.
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protection of human rights and the environment, the alleviation of world

poverty, and the safeguarding of cultural diigrsThe project can be

regarded as an attitude of mind (a feeling of belonging to a universal society

of mankind, and not -state) dnd asithe dekingtot o oneds
create o6world citizenshipd institutions
assembly of world citizens at the United Natiqhd\). The history of these

i deas i s portr aywWoerld CitizenshipemndeQoverfheeatt er 6 s
Cosmopolitan Ideas in the History of Western Political Thought
Cosmopolitanism contains various strands such as a legal cosmopolitanism

(the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, or the International Criminal

Court (ICC)), political cosmopolitanism (a global parliament, world

government, or global governance), andral cosmopolitanism, on which

these two former notions are said to rest. As contended in this paper, these

three ficosmopolitanismso are interdepend:

Cosmopolitan thinking began with an ethical and philosophical ideal of

oworl d citi z ehesvholegdasmos orlumivarsei (ang not only

the world), and was characterised by the interplay of ideas, namely the ideas

that thepolis was not a selufficient and perfect socipolitical unit, that

moral considerations sustained by a system of natuahlas essential, and

that human beings, despite all their variations, constitute a single human

species. This ancient cosmopolitanism eventually took another form in the

Mi ddl e Ages, being transferred to ideas
based, as itvas the case with Christianity, on a Christian version of a

universal Roman Empire (thoughts of World Empire, however, rarely

extended beyond Christianland$)vi t h t he demi se of the ide
empirebo t hat accompani ed tiortalhsystere mer gen
composed of confined states, a OWest
emerged in which new ideas were conceived to sustain the concept of a
religious service to humankind. Even with the rise of states, the
cosmopolitan ideal found its niche inhet Renaissance and the
Enlightenment in secular programmes that were devised to appease relations
between states, and which often represented embryonic plans for the United
Nations or the International Court of Justi@€J). Most of them were,

however, dminated by the fallacious notion that these relations were
condemned to be between states or between heads of states, and (except for

the notable exception of Crucé) were mostly governed by European
schemes and the Chri st i amgenugyl Kagti on . Il n &
conceived of 6a third | evel 6, namely a <c
citizens that applies to the world as a whole, and not only to civil and

international levels.

ce
p h:

Cosmopolitanism has, thus, been the interplay of ideas of wortérship
and world state, the latter being predominant in the Middle Ages and
Enlightenment, and the former being prev

%1 Derek HeatenWorld Citizenship and Governmen82
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Enlightenment, and especially in the twentieth century (namely with critical

theories such as cosmdipp@an democracy). The cosmopolitan ideal has

moved from an idea of moral cosmopolitanism, to expansionism based on

the rights of rulers, and finally to the notion of the respect of peoples based

on their rights and dut i dighlyiumikely he cos mop
that a renewed medieval Roman Empire would have made provision for any

effective citizenly participation i n t
Cosmopolitan democracy theorists argue that global institutions should be
governed by world citizes) and highlight the natiest at e6s | i mi t ati ons

hinders the practice of global democracy and global values. The protection
of human rights advocated by most cosmopolitans represents an activist
cosmopolitanism.

Current cosmopolitanism can be illceged by the inclination (Linklater

calls it a &édmor al anxietyodé) to help ofor
humanity, due to suffering, starvation, poverty, in other words, a human duty

to respect and protect human rights and justice. Indeed, costaojsut

undermines the natiestate by intervening beyond its limits, and by diluting

the notion of oO6foreigneré6é, as it propoun
at national boundaries. Cosmopolitanism challenges the predominance of

the nationstate on rany fronts: firstly, as a result of our global and

technological age, and secondly, due to the incapacity of the 1sdditanto

foster morality beyond its boundaries (I
relevant as caring for fellowitizens). Furthermore, the reality of human

oneness calls into question the discriminatory divisions fostered by the

nationstate (the natiostate is most of the times a safe haven for citizens,

but treatsnolc i ti zens in | ess &6significant cat
refugee, alien i.e. it creates an other). No longer a philosophical speculation,
or we mi ght say an 6i deal 6, cosmopol it

testified by numerous negovernmental organisation§NGOs), the
movement of peoples and ideas across bordews the reality of dual and
multiple loyalties and citizenships.

International organisations and a supranational unit such as the European
Union (EU), and other regional bodies demonstrate the inadequacy of the
nationstate, and the advantage to unité aoly for common benefits, but

also for increasing understanding and communication across porous borders.
Cosmopolitanism, in our times, constitutes a reaction against material global
interdependence, the impotence of the nasiate to satisfy our needs
(functionalism), and the rejection of discriminatory prejudices based on
gender, race, class, or nation (a reiteration of the oneness of humankind). We
can, indeed, state that we are moving towards a more mature form of
cosmopolitanism, namely a more séme cosmopolitanism that wishes to

be identified with the constituency of the human species. Furthermore, the
twentieth century has seen decolonisation (notwithstanding that the
pernicious effects of slavery and colonisation have continued-potical

and psychological repercussions on the body of mankind), and technological

0OJBSOnlineJournal ofB a h Stédres 11 1 (2007)
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and communications revolutions (globalisation), which if managed in an
inclusive way, offers inviting conditions for the realisation of a cosmopolis.

Itis also relevanttonote hat t he term Acosmopolitanodo i
define the reduction of state sovereignty in cases where other institutions

collide with the natiors t at e 6 s p o Wedeesl, Marg Kaltiar, evhod e .
speaks in favour of i ¢ oienadadenwotracy, an t heor
does not envisage the occurrence of a world state or government, but rather

the surpassing of state sovereignty in certain insta@ossnopolitans argue

that the eveimcreasing presence and participation of a global civil society,

as maifested in the growing number of NGOs or intergovernmental
organisations(IGOs), and locally based grassroots social movements,

constitute the upcoming signs of a political cosmopolitan reality testifying

to the moral and economic interdependence of huwmarndeed,

cosmopolitan political reality now comes from the grassroots rather than

from the top, implying that the people, who consider themselves as world

citizens should be the true decisioma k e r s . Al Wor | d] citizens
both O6verhorciatdytwalaingd .6 For exampl e, a w
to concentrate on campaigning for the reform of the UN or supporting

organisations devoted& to relieving world

Numerous theories have been devised towards an international political
system, inthe forms of federalism, functionalism, or cosmopolitan
democracy, which although differing in their manifold aspects, reflect the
need for a cosmopolitan political agenddus, cosmopolitanism is not
solely a theory; rather it encompasses all of thertes of International
Relations that transcend the nat&tate (with or without questioning its
existence): a cosmopolitan tradition rather than a theory of IR.

Realism, Liberal Internationalism, and Critical Theory

Realismi realpolitik, power politics T can be traced back to the Greek

historian Thucydides in the fifth century BCE, or to Renaissance diplomat,

historian and playwright Macchiavelli, and later with twentieth century

figures such as Morgenthau or E. H. Carr, mostly influenced by the

American critic and theologist Reinhold NiebdhRealist IR is the most
Oawwismopolitand strand of I R theory. [ r
between domestic and international politics is a central theme in realist

thought, whereas cosmopolitans engsaa form of world political

organisation (not necessarily a world government) with universal moral

principles®* Cosmopolitanismhence, comes as the antithesis or critique of

2Daniele Archibugi, HAPrinciples of Cosmopolitan Democr e
Kohler, Reimagining (eds.), 216.
3 Derek HeaterWorld Citizenship: Cosmopolitan Thinking and its Opponefhisndon: Continiuum,

1992), 5.

3 Jack DonnellyRealisn and International Relation€ambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000,
4.

BAndrew Linklater @ARati onal i s mideoriesof mten@tionaBur chi |1 & A. Li
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realist IR (the latter being one of the many theories ofiR)d therefore it
is essential to review the characteristics of realism.

Several aspects of realist theory can be contrasted with the cosmopolitan

tradition. More importantly, realists believe in the irreconcilability of the

domestic and international spheres, whereasmopolitans envisage the

pacifying of international relations through the promotion of the concept of
Ohumanity6, thereby dismissing the relev
0domesticb6 and o6international 6. Real i sts
international politics, which is opposed to the sovereign and secure

character of the state, the basic unit of analysis in realism. The absence of

anarchy in the domestic realm provides for the possibility of progress and

security. By contrast, the internaten i's characterised by t
competition for power andHemeegthei ty in t
international system is doomed to be controlled by power politics, which

promotes little prospect for change and peace, and which, accordingly,

impedes t he i maags onvienrge iogin da sodypsa setm. I n brief
view international politics as a unified sphere in which the division between

the domestic (internal) and international (external) should be reconciled.

Indeed, for the cosmopolitarhe domestic and the international spheres are

artificial divisions in the face of a common humanity, whereas the realist

sees them as fixed in the realm of anarchy. For cosmopolitans, this flawed

di vi si on prevents the fosttepvegeiodnd@ he
world can be imagined, constructed, and improved upon, whereas for

realists, this contention is fallacious as the world is divided along permanent

and antagonistic boundaries.

Al t hough the study of | nt er naaltii sonméa | Rel @
after World War I(WWI) , it Afhad been effectively re
War Il on realist premises, and has exerted its dominion as a paradigm in

I nt ernat i o &ih the dileraltinteonatisnalists claiming that

people had a genuine desii@ peace, and the power of world opinion

would sustain the Wilsonian League of Nations, it was then easy, with the

examples of Mussolini and Hitler, to describe these ideas as simply Wrong.

Liberal internationalism was held to have false perceptionsitatiaman

nature, and was perceived as a flawed world outlook. In the 1930s, Reinhold

Ni ebuhr reflected on these matters, and .
capacities of collectivities of humans to behave in ways that were truly

Relations London: Macmillan Press, 1996, 93.
% These include Liberal Intertianalism, the English School, Feminism, Marxism, Critical Theory,
Postmodernism, and Green Politics.
3" Andrew Linklater,Rationalism93.
% Jack DonnellyRealism and International Relatigr28. The origin of the dissimilarities between the
twoperspecies can be found in the 6first great debated between th
on the possibility of the pacification of international society through a sense of moral obligation to human beings
in the world. (Andrew LinklateRaionalism p. 93.) In this debate, cosmopolitan concepts such as collective
security, the rule of Il aw, and peace are contrasted with t
6sovereigntyo. (At that ti meintercatopatismp ol i tan | R can be related
% Chris Brown,Understanding International RelationBasingtoke: Palgrave, 2001, 27.
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mo r & This.staterant, thus, supports the realist view that morality is
unattainable between collectivities, and stands opposed to the cosmopolitan
belief that peaceful societies are attainable.

In the twentieth century, realism has had a great impact on International

Reldions as an academic subject, but has also influenced many American

politicians (for example Kissinger), and can be said to have greatly shaped
twentieth century world politics. Donnel
ignored. But it should not be allowdd shape the study and practice of

International Relations, as it has for so much of the pastchaln t *bitr y o

was mostly E. H. Carr,withhe Twenty Years6 Crisis: an
Study of International Relationsvho reshaped the discipline atp more

realist lines at the end of World War 1, taking into account what he regarded

as the o6éneglecteddé factor of power . Carr
with the deliberate aim of counteracting the glaring and dangerous effect of

nearly all thinkng, both academic and popular, about international politics

in Englishspeaking countries from 1919 to 198%he almost total neglect

of t he f ac“Tomanothef extpn, atethatotime, his aim was to

discredit the other paradigm of Internatior¢lations, which he named

utopianism®®> Carr criticised the normative character of liberal

i nternationalism, and its neglect of o&po
internationalists, on the contrary, stressed the concepts of morality and

altruism inglobal politics.

Realism, with the experience of the intear years, remained the main
paradigm of International Relations, especially at the height of the Cold War
and Super Power competition. However, realism did not go unchallenged,
and was criticisedi n t he seventies by proponent s
i nter dependéMnsaeresponse, dhisiparatigm was discredited
and opposed by the proponent of sealism, Kenneth Waltz, who claimed

that the notions of interdependence were extravdgdtdgnnethWa |l t z 6 s
main claim is centred on the belief that states operate in-aelplsystem

(or in an anarchical international system), where no higher form of authority
prevails. Moreover, they are only preoccupied with their own welfare and
security, and regdrother states as potential threats. This-lselip system
forces them to adjust their power, and to be constantly aware of the power
position of other states, which gives rise to a balance of power regulating

world affairs in an anarchical systéfWWheres Mor gent hau in o6tr ad
realismd (as Waltz named it) argues that
0 |bid.
41 Jack DonnellyRealism and International Relatiors
“21n: Ibid., 27.
“For Carr, Afut opi ani smo refer sTheTwentyivdars€rigi2. i nt er nati onal i
4 Chris Brown,Understanding International Relations New Yor k : St . Martinds Press, 1€
seventies, Keohane and Nye, who introduced the naidn 6compl ex iinterdependenced and th

multiple international factors, presented a substantive alternative to realism.
4 Jack DonnellyRealism and International Relatior0.
“©pid., 47.
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AWal tz points to the anarchical conditi ol
claims imposes the accumulation of power as a systemic requirement on

stats & The latter treats the international system as a separate domain,

whereas the former relies on reductionism. The main ideas efeaésm

are, thus, that anarchy and the distribution of power between states define

the international system (as thehape state behaviour), and that states

would not abandon egoism and selferest for international order.

What is here relevant, especially in relation to cosmopolitanism, is that like
realism, neeaealism still concentrates on the nat&tate as the ain unit.

This statecentric view is in opposition to cosmopolitan views, which
criticise the idea of the natiestate as a permanent and principal fixture of
the international system, and which promote a normative international order
where human values dracts of cooperation can prevdihere has been,
nonet hel ess, an attempt to render real i ¢
school of realists and rationalists has stressed the importance of
international society or a world of states as opposed to univatajories
such a humanity or sutate entitieé? Although the English school is often
seen as part of realism and recognises conditions of arfarahy,

6acknowl edges that the sense of belongin
has left its civilizingmarki pon t he state andThisnternati o
school of thought stresses the concept o

school of International Relations shares with realistheadist theorists the

importance of anarchy, war, and balance of ppwat only as ideas that

shape political practice, rather than as laws of nature or unchanging
phenomena deeply embeddedInternatohahe i nter n:
society can be depicted as sharing normative standards and rules, in the

form, for exampd, of international law. International society, based on a

system of states, can still share common aims, rules of conduct, and
organisation$ thus blending realist aspects with a more normative outlook.

Realism, Human Nature and the Centrality of Territorially Organised
Entities

Realism, even if it acknowledges the potential for change, confirms that it
occurs within the limits of the struggle for power enshrined in a static
human nature. Gil pin notes that real i sm
rega di ng mor al progr ess® Humah natutemsan possib

47 Scott Burchill,Realism and Ne®ealism p. 78. The sstemic level relates to theories that conceive
of causes operating on the international level, in addition to national and individual levels. Reductionist theories,
for Waltz, only operate on the national and individual levéitéd(, 92).
48 Jack DonnellyRealism and International Relatior&2.
“Wight, in a very realist fashion, contended that the do
with progressivist theorRatonalish@4.t i n Wi ght, in: A Linklater,
% Andrew Linklater,Ibid.
51 James E. Dougherty & Robert L. Pfaltzgraff jBontending Theories of International Relations: A
Comprehensive Survéew York: Longman, 2001, 168.
%2 Gilpin in: Mastanduno, MichaeUnipolar Politics: Realism and State Strategies after the Cold, War
New York: Chichester: Columbia University Press, 1999, 20.
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viewed as inherently pugnacious, is egoistic at its core, and leads to

immorality and conflict in international affairs. Morgenthau, for example,
observed, -riideh mtermatomafrdeincato i s t he conseque
Aforces inherent i nt hheu meami nmuastoud cendi naanndd i tO|
natural will to power characterises human beirlgachiavelli expresses

human nature as Adinsatiabl e, arrogant, C
mal i gnant, i ni gqui t°rutlseearlytivantieth gcentury, and sava
Niebuhr in his Moral Man and Immoral Societf1932) has greatly

influenced the realist movement and main realist writers, such as

Morgenthau and E.H Carr. Niebuhr took the oradisin as the explanation

for an evil human nature. Il n his eyes,
conflig}s and injustice are to be found in the ignorance and selfishness of

me o .

Change, from the realist perspective, can, thus, either be cyclical or
staghant, whereas from the liberal viewpoint, it follows a unilinear evolution
towards progress, whether this is ethical or materisloreover, realists
uphold that since relations between states are sustained by order, a balance
aimed at preventing war betem nations should prevail, whilst liberals see

the necessity of a system of collective security in order to sustain peace.
Realists rely, firstly, on clearly defined units represented by states, which are
at the centre of their political theory, and sedgnan the notion of
sovereignty, which PSiWitethd emergencevdfmetv t he st a
actors, realists recognise that the nastate is not the only actor on the
international scene, but nevertheless, hold that it is the most important one.
Indeed, this view is found in the words of nesalist, Stephen Krasner

(1976): Al n recent year s, student s of
multinationalized, transnationalized, bureaucratized and
transgovernmentalized the state until it has virtually ceasezkist as an

anal ytic construct. This per¥feective is
realists such as Waltz regard states as
motive i t he wi s h °tThis miotrisvalse etressed by Griffith

AReal i sm pcaogrin image ®f international politics. Within the

territorial boundaries of the natiestate, politics is an activity of potential

mor al progress €& Beyond the exclusionary

politics is essentially the realm of survival mth t h a n *iparvievg r e s s 0
that denies the cosmopolitan contention that the international realm does not
have to be characterised by recurrence, fixity, conflict, and power politics.

%3 Machiavelli in: Jack DonnellyRealism and International Relatior3

*|bid., 48

% Lucian M. Ashworth,Creating International Studies: Angell, Mitrany and the Liberal Tradition
Aldershot: Ashgatel999, 16.

% Barry Buzan Anticipating the FutureLondon: Simon & Schuster, 1998, 388.

%" Stephen Krasner, in: Michael Mastandublajpolar Politics 21

%8 Jack DonnellyRealism and International Relatiors2.

% Martin Griffith, Realism, Idealism, and International Politics: A Reinterpretatibondon: New
York: Routlege, 1992, p. ix.
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It is often put forward thaitstre@lastist se
should be. It can also be argued that realists only rely on the present, whilst
0Oideal i stsd wish to change the | atter. I

with present events. Furthermore, with the demise of the Cold War, realism

has lostits appeal. It is a theory functioning within defined limits: it is taken

aback by the occurrence of sudden and unexpected events. Theory should,
however, seek to predict and find soluti
than lay down a set of negativecfa about the reality of human nature, and

the presumed ensuing impasse in which world politics finds itself. Indeed, if

this were so, there would not be much point writing about International

Relations theory as the only contemplation would be the imbgeglmomy

world doomed to remain static. Realism focuses on present facts, rather than

on their development over time, as testified by its attachment to the-nation

state system. Accordingly, it focuses on temporality, rather than evolution.

Booth statesfit he real i st tendency to privilege
kind of myopia in which broader problems are not detected until it is too

l ate to do any'tMhilhgr almdsto tsheamé&s the vi
wrong to assume that the only reality istttdnich presents itself for today

or t o nfbRecemtlyy codmopolitanism underlines that the conservative

nature of realism has neglected the logic of change, the existence of plural

actors in world politics, and has been an obstacle to the creation of a

alternative world ordé¥:

Cosmopolitanism and Current IR Theory

I n the | ast two decades or -psoos,i tliRrihsaasd t a
turn, no longer centred upon a sta@atric theory, namely that of realism,

and allowing for the (r@ emergence of normative International Relations

theory, which emphasiseke potential transformation of the world through
criticism of power politics. Thi s has [
perspective, and opened the way for alternative views that are no longer

regarded as unfounded, but instead as an enrichment of IRafibieale

underlying theoretical inquiry is no longer solely probisaiving

(safeguarding the status quo by legitimising power relations), but more

critical (having the imaginative potential to anticipate alternative models of

world order). The last twoatades or so have seen a clear rejection of

positivist assumptions and a return to the normative side of the discipline

(how the world ought to be), founded after WWI upon liberal

internationalism or o6idealismdobe I't i s he
totally detached from the object of enqlL
knowl edged) , and that theory helps const

it (constitutive theory). Robert Cox notes, in this context, that theory often

%0 |bid.
51 |bid. p.9
62 Scott Burchill,Realism and Ne®ealism 90.
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Oprecedes amredalshyg@pei ndicating that theor
the political and social world they examitie.

Cosmopolitanism, as a normative approach, can be found in different forms
in many theories in normative IR. It can be liberal, critical, feminist,rgree
or even postmodern. However, what is certain is that it cannot be realist.

Political | i beralism is fAa wuniversalist
notion of a universal community of mankind which transcends identification

with and membership of theationst at e communi tyo it ihas
capacity of human beings to solve seemingly intractable problems through

col | ect i ¥ eosnmmolitanisrm ds. enshrined in contemporary

l i beralism as #Aliberals have dtfyf ered a c

whi ch spans t h% Its earmativitye surgassesn libdrad .
internationalism, however. It can be found in critical theories, and in some
aspects of postmodernism.

Critical theory argues that counteegemonic forces challenge prevailing
institutional and political arrangements. These counégremonic values

are transnational in nature and based c
concepts and concerns, coming from organisations like Amnesty

I nternational, O x ¥ Rastmodeanistshlso Geingemtn p e ac e 0 .
I nternational Rel ations along a new et hi
cosmopolitani sm, as it i's here argued, i
ot her so. APost moderni sts want to rethink
and ethics, sontat t hey are sensitive”Thend respon:
| abel 6critical 6 is someti mes referred

I

critical i nternationa theories, and the
this sense in this paper, in other wordsaasody of thought in IR which
guestions the fixity of the prevalent order. This body of thought, thus,

intends to O6denaturalised notions of str.
become increasingly familiar. As Seyl a B¢
of knowledge is shown to e the dogmati s
The days when realism reigned supreme over IR have drawn to a close.
Cosmopolitan approaches are increasingly gaining ground, as together they
make a strong case for the validity and contempornecessity of
cosmopolitanism. They highlight growing interactions that strip borders and
exclusive political communities of any sound coherence and meaning that
they might have enjoyed in the past.
#Scott Burchill, #fAlntroduct i oFheéotiesdstred.,2S. Burchill, & A. L
% Jill Steans & Lloyd Pettifordinternational Relations: Perspectives and Thepigdinburgh: Pearson
Education, 2001, 54.
% |bid.
% |bid.
7 |bid.
®Seyla Benhabib, in: Richard Devetak, ACritical Theorybo,
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The Bah862 Faith as a Cosmopolitan Model

The BR&4BHRA and Bah862 cosmopolitan thinl
most particularly nineteenth century Persia, and have, as such,-a non

Western origin, unlike most known cosmopolitan perspectives in IR. Heater

not es, ATurning to modevocatingtai words , sever a
community or a formalised world constitution were produced in Asian

countries in the nineteenth century. Of the Asian texts, we may particularly

cite t he teachings of t he Persi an prop
ori ginat or FaitH (whiclh leas disa attgaéted many adherents in

rn &Fountries)o.

West e
l ndeed, cosmopolitan principles constitu
Athe wuniversality of humanki nd, I ncludin

are fundamental principles oitt Bah§88Ffhd&aBam®62 writings
less than earlier prophetic religions, concern themselves with goverfhance.

Some Bah862? writers underline that it is
religion advocates global federation as a means to acimmg world
uni ty. ABah8o6udll 8h brought, for the fir

teachings about the need for an international federation capable of

harmonizing the affairs of an interdependent world and bringing about

wor | d "preisaalefdr global governance could be explained by the

gl obal intent and character upon which t|

For its adherents, however, what some mi
the enunciation of certain principles, and thigempt at their practical

realisation, nor a mere political philosophy that is relevant to cosmopolitan

ideas, but rather a whole new divine revelation that answers to the social

and spiritual needs of an ever interdependent humanity. In contrast to

O0stéa@auwd6 cosmopolitan trends, t he Bahg8062
process that is divine in nature, hence finding several references to the
i ntervention of 6Godéd, (or what some pol

called 6The Hi dd&adunderlina some dertitidi@staloute 6 ) ,

some aspects of the future. However, it is noteworthy that cosmopolitanism,

in the Bah862 ethos, i's not just a vagu
contains clear guidelines on the elaboration of a system of global

governace and peace in our timéd is this peace programme, which at its

% Derek HeatenWorld Ctizenship and Government.
®“Phyllis Sternberg Per Diaogue and UrivBrsalisg/datsawlWniversiyr s al i s mo ,
and Polish Academy of Sciences, 1996, 6;X2), 17.
"Graham Haosnstaelmporfary Governance and ConflamuarResol uti on

2000

“Brian Lepard, f@dFrom League of Nations t,o World Commor
Emergence: Dimensions of a New World Order Lond o n : Bah§god?2 Publishing Trust, 1991
Katirai, Global Governance and the Lesser Pea@xford: George Ronald, 1981, 9, and Nalinie Mooten,
Interview with Daniel Wheatley, conducted Via Ema, February 2003.

8 Kant: in David, HoffmanThe Renewal of CivilizatigrOxford: George Ronald, 1981, 37.

“"AAs indicated by its many social teachings, the religic
spiritual development of the individualslbroad sweep includes a wide range of social principles and teachings
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core revolves around the consciousness of the oneness of mankind, and
which calls for more integrated global organisations, that shall be examined.

Origins of Bah862 World Order Themes

The Bah862 Faith is ce&TheBab@81%8%®»,n t hree m
Bahg8§o6udl-118®2)18hhd O0A4RLOWHDBferhth@ (1844
first stage of its devel opment gui ded
three figures are not just the leas of the Faith: for its members, the Bab is

a heraldprophet, who along with bringing a whole new message to
nineteenth century Iran (the religion He founded is referred to as the Babi
Faith) ushered in the start of a new religious cycle and annoureadrival

of the foundepr ophet of t he Bah&§8o?2 Fait h,
appointed His son O0Abdudol 6Bahg8 ™t o gui
The writings of these three figures ¢
Hindus look to the Vedaand Bhagavatita, Christians look to the Bible,

or Muslims to the Koran. Interestingly, and in accord with their beliefs,
Bah8062s consider the aforementioned Holy
the main religions, to be divine in origin, hence refudimghink of their

Faith in superior and different terms, but just as a further element in the

revelation of the divine proce$sl ndeed, Bah86udl |l 8h enj o
AConsort with the foll owers of al | rel i
fell oWAhipdo Schaefer notes, ASuch a bel
the rejection of excluvism whereby one religion is regarded as the sole

bringer of salvationéThe reconciliation
Heilsgeschichteg(salvation), because it is the fabmt i on of owor |l d wi
reconciliationdé called for by Bahg8o6udl | §

|l asting world peaceo.

OAbduél 6Bah8 designated His grandson Sh
i nterpreter of the writingspassmgpd five vy
away in 1957, the Universal House of Justice, the first international

per manent institution of the Bah®g80?2 Fai
signalled the start of a new governance
that was no longer based oniagbe figure. Along with the sacred scriptures

of the Faith, the writings and statements of Shoghi Effendi and the

Universal House of Justice constitute the official guidelines and literature of

t he Fait h. OAbdudl 6Bahs i nteofpret ed an

that aim to carry forward humanitydéBheoBdlRe&dsd vieailtiH:e AnShdret
Introduction Oxford: Oneworld Publications, 1999, 63).

WhilsttheBabad Bah§6udl | §h are regarded as O6Messengers of Go
Bahg§d? s, is a perfect exemplar of their teachings.
®See Shoghi EffendT he Wor |l d Order of Bah®dutket §kh: Bah&béted®ubeéeisah

Trust, 1991, 119.

"Bahu®d GEeadanings from the, WWiiltmetgtse :0fB aBm&&206 uPU b I8ihshi ng T
95. This and other statements have i radtpeiinrthe thtefathe Bah862 | nter
dialogue.

®"Udo Schaefer, i BamdigindA Oohttib§tirots Intésfaith Diglogue on a Global
E t h Dielagye and Universalisn1996, 6 (1112), 2728.
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Bahg86udl |l §h, and Shoghi Effendi further
order that rests on the firm foundation of the oneness of humankind. Shoghi
Effendi gave this principle considerable
Head of t h déomBleirge®®his Begignatibn as Guardian of the

Bahg8§62 Faith in 1921”%to his passing away

Bah86uodoll 8hdés message of world order and
series of letters sent to the world secular and religious leRdéeost of the
statements of OAbdudél 6Bah8 were pronounc
and Northern America between August 1911 and June 1913. During this
journey, OAbdudél 6Bahg8 oOowarned of an i mmi
social dislocation that such a conflict Wwduunleash and elaborated

Bahg8o6uo6l |l 8hos pr i n*tThemwtitiags of SHoghigElffemdi al conc o
on the matter are enfolded in a seriesetters entitled th&Vorld Order of

B a h § 6 widttenl bgttveen 1929 and 1936. Indeed, the theme of world

order, which he clarifies and expands upon, represents the bulk of his works.

More recently, world order themes are enclosed in the statements of the
Universal House of Justice and those of theBa6 2 | nt er nati onal Cor
(BIC). The history of the statements provided by the BIC goes back to the
participation of t he Bah§go? community

bodi es: the Bah8062 Faith is an active me
foomofthe Bahg§862 I nternational Community th
Government al Organi sation i n 1948. The

community with international organisations does not, however, start at this

particular point in time, but in 1926, when at theafjue of Nations

headquarters in Geneva an International Bureau was established to serve in

League activities. The BIC represents tt
and, as an NGO, is an association of democratically elected national
representative bodies tae d O Nat i onal Spiritual Assemb
t he Bah&§8o?2 I nternati onal Community gai |
ECOSOC, UNICEF, andUNIFEM , has working relations with th&HO,

and has worked closely with tRéNEP, the UNHCR, UNESCO, and the

UNDP.*? Among the main goals and activities of the BIC we can find the

areas of grassroots participation in sustainable development; advancing the

status of women; the education of children; developing a consciousness of

world citizenship; the prevention of drug alet the elimination of racism;

and the promotion of human rights educafitfhe BIC statements that deal

with the Bah§g06?2 view of worl d order ref

®"6Abdudl 6Bah§ said, fAln this wondrous Revelation, this g
God and the distinguishing featur o f His |l aw is the consciousness of the onen
Centre Commissioned by the Universal House of Jusfieefury of Light New Del hi : Bahg862 Publishincg

2001, 49) Ailt was this visi on providedithe orgamsin@férceypfeShagli of t he Guar
Ef fendi db&d) wor ko. (
®pet er Khan, fReace Mooedhan aniEmdiodNar,xii. n :
Slpid,p. xii. Both the statements of Bah86ud6ll &h and 6Abdu
complementedby other writings They produced.
:zBa h§62 | nt er n a HistwyrobActiveCCoapenation iwiththe Unfted Natigns 2 00 2 ,
Ibid.
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scriptures, and propose both a theoretical and practical foundations on
whicht o base the Bah862 ethos of internatioa

A System of Planetary Organisation

The fundamental conviction in the organic oneness and unity of the

diversified elements of humanity is the basis of the bslstem found in

both the theoreticeh nd pr act i cal aspects of the Bat
its corollary teachings. The requirement of the delineation of a new-socio

political system to work along the lines of this assertion is not only a moral

corollary, but also a timely and adjustingcne s si t vy. For Bahg862s
explains that what they believe to be the new divinely sent message has

clear universal ramifications and a global inféf.ah 862 s mai ntain t
Bah86udl |l 8hoés st ar tninategnthRenturg (1868)iamdn 1 n t he
His arrival in this point of history are consistent with a trend of unification

and géngaIisation of world structures that demand corresponding governing

bodies:

Because the Bah802 Faith is of a religio
history is a given:dllowing the belief in the organic unity of mankind, God

sends OMessengers6 according to the nee
Ospiritual &6 message (such as the devel oy
alter, the social content of each Messenger evolvesstenswith the needs

and requirements of the tiffeAccording to this statement, we encounter

one of the main tenets of the Faith, namely the belief that there is only one

religion, which is revealed from age to age, and whose social content must

be adapd to the evolving and changing nature of soéfefhis new vision

of religion is explained by Shoghi Effendi imfhe World Order of

Bah8o6,udlilr®h i gi ous truth i s not absol ut
Revel ation i s pr¥®Hgre eve sliscerm, beliegi nta f i nal 0.
directional purpose in history: history is not left to itself or to haphazard

event s, and although the idea of change
example stated that, Acreation is the ex
and modesof houghts were f a$thelatercdaesniong obsol e
necessarily follow smooth patterns. ABah
age of humanity and the emergence of world order will be achieved in

evolutionary stages r%®TphetRahdotzh nsotdelf eo

%The Universal House of haipalmissiorin appearinga this timBiah §6ud!l | §h 6 |
hi story is the realisation of the oneness of mankind and th
Universal House of Justice, Letter: Unity of Nations and the Lesser Peace, 19th of April 2001, Internal
Document).

% The first permanent organisations that cut across national boundaries, such as the International
Telegraphgc Union and the Universal Postal Union, appeared subsequently in 1865 and 1874.

Bahgdudl |l §h, i n this omcergedwitd the neddsaof thedage yéilBesin,and x i ousl y ¢
centre your deliberations on i tGdeaningsRl@enci es and requirements
Bahg§62s call this phenomenon 6progressive revelationb.

% Shoghi EffendiThe Wor |l d Orde58. of Bah§oéuodl |l §h,

86 Ab d u 6 ITHe BrarhuByation of Universal Pead#j | met t e: Bah8§62 Publishing Trust

®Janet Khan, #ANew Vision, New Val ue Dialogleteed Emer gence of
Universalism,1996, 6 (1112), 82
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history, hence, simultaneously follows a cyclical and evolutionary content:
humanity is on an evarogressive line composed of cyclical trends of rise
and fall leading to its ultimate global unity in all human sph#&res.

Accordingtot he BI C, fABah86ub6ll 8h asserts an op
hi storical processo with its evolution o
in the life of an individual, passing through the various stages of infancy,

childhood, adolescence, and mégt The present stage of human

evolution is now amenable to the acceptance of the permanent principle of

the oneness of humanity, and its practical realisation in institutional terms,

which will ultimately lead to the unification of mankind. Indeed, Bha h § 6 2

Faith identifies global unity as the essential goal of human hi§tShoghi

Effendi explains that the Cause of Bah§8i¢
and revolves around, the principle of the organic unity of mankind as

representing the consumnath of t he whole pro‘cess of hi
As Laszl o and the BIC explain, Aédi uni t

as a contr adifcTthieo nwaofs , u reixtpyld:i t ati on, an
have marked immature stages in the process should natduse of despair

but a stimulus to assuming the® responsict
The tumultuous world condition is regarded as:

S
n

AA natur al phase in the organic process
the unification of the human race @nsingle social order whose boundaries

are those of the planet. The human race, as a distinct organic unit, has

passed through evolutionary stages analogous to the stages of infancy and
childhood in the lives of its individual members, and is now in the

culminating period of its turbulent adolescence approaching itsdaraited

coming of age. o

Hence, for Bah862?s, the wunification of t|
goal to be striven for but not to be ach
it represents the next inescapable stage in the social evolution of mankind,

“fBah§62s s e evolhtionarg and peicdive thearise and fall of civilizations as part of an
evolutionary progression from family and tribes to@ty at es and nati onso. (Peter Khan, Al
This view of rise and fall | wiagdw n@f ulpiwat adr ya.l sDo yamplpea rmrsoti s Tit
finite movement from a disturbance to a restoration of equilibrium, is not enough if genesis is to be followed by
growth... there must be an élan which carries the challenged party through equilibrium intdbatenge which
exposes him to make a fresh challenge and thereby inspires him to make a fresh response in the form of a further

equilibrium ending in a further overbalanteand so i n a progression which is potent
ToynbeeA Study bHistory, (Vol. 1), London: Oxford University Press, 1935, 128)
ahgd? I nt er natWhois Wrting ¢the Futueen i tFye,brfuary 1999, . See al so

Eﬁendl,The Worl d Or del6d).of Bah806udll §8h

% Foad KatiraiGlobal Governancep. 13.

% Shoghi Effendi, inTh e Bah §\ot IWopdrdeci ati ons ,ofWitlhnee tBaeh: § 6B2a hF§adi 2t h
Publishing Committee, 1941, 5.

“Ervin Laszl o, f Sbiaogueane Urdvershlisfl996oh & (cly1a), 91.

%Bah§62 | nter naWhbisWstihgthEBumm ni t vy,

“The Universal House of Justice, fAThe Promise of World |
the United States?eace: More Than An End To War: Selections From The Wrh gs o f Bah8o6udl |l §h, t he
6Adbudl 6Bahs§g, Shoghi Effendi, and,tWel et ver s&8lahBoétas@ubfi Jh

Trust, 1986, 5
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however unpersuasive contemporary world events appear’téloegside

the trend towards maturity lies the underlying concept that the system of
human organisation has evolved frdiamily, tribe, citystate, and the
nation® The conflicts that plague humankind can be compared to the
various crises in adolescence that are necessary to assume the
responsibilities of adulthood. Refusing to accept the implications of a new
stage of plartary organisation can, thus, only lead to drawbacks and crises
that belong to a precedent stage of human evolution, namely that of a world
structure based on the natistate. In this respect, Janet Khan observes:

AAssoci at ed wi t h ndresing interdegendgncenc§ r eal i t )
a now global society) there is a growing recognition that present day

values, worldviews, and administrative structures that were

functional and adaptive in the age of saifficiency and unfettered

national sovereignty, arerqving inadequate to meet the challenges

posed by the new stage oY human histor

The Bahg806?2 cosmopolitan ethos is also ¢
international community should intervene in the affairs of a state, namely in
thecse of gross human rights violations. T

example, the breakthrough made in international law following the

occurrence of WWII, and the trial of Nazi leaders for crimes committed

against humanity. This meant, accordingto Baha t hought , t hat At h
of national s ov é%Tkis agknawledgdment explainsthd i mi t s 0
favour with which the Bahg806?2 community
ICC**Mor eover, this can justify that the
of, and led its support to the idea of a global federation that endorses
macroepolicing actions against governments that threaten to commit

genocide against their own peopt¥Char |l es Lerche describes
model of human rights as a cosmopolitan model, ahttiman being stands

at the centre of IR, and not at its margins. The BIC, furthermore, observes

that, Asince the body of humankind is on
the human race is born into the world as

B

In this regard, asestified by the example of human rights, the nattate
merely constitutes a transitional stage in the development of humanity, and
has to be transcended by a more encompassing political entity. The state

% |bid.

“Shoghi Ef fendi explains the concept of o trend toward
mankind is the halinark of the stage which human society is now approaching. Unity of family, of tribe, -of city
state, and nation have been successively attempted and fully established. World unity is the goal towards which a
harassed humanity is strivn g . Nati on buil dilbidgp.208s come to an endo. (

0 janet KhanNew Vision, New Valugp. 77.

YBah§62 Wo €dntdry oEldghtp. 7% ,

192 The call raised by the international community to establish the ICC is clearly one that responds to
Bal§ 62 expectations for the fulfil ment ofUnityofé&atoner justice. (T
and the Lesser Peage

193 Nalinie Mooten, Interview with Daniel Wheatley, Conducted Via Email, 10 February 2003.

“Bahg§62 | nt er nyaTurhimgdPeint for @lbNatbosNew York: United Nations Office,

1995), p. 4.
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cannot be the highest authority in globalisechdibons. Its destiny is

merely #fAto build the bridge®hthem | ocal a
regard, Shoghi E f fbeildigihaswometb &n endhThed , A Nat i
anarchy inherent in stat e®Fartharmoreei gnty i s
empha i s in Bah862 thought is not placed s

on peoples. The principle of collective trusteeship demands that the diverse

cultures of the peoples of the world, which are essential to their identity, be

protected under a system wétional and international 1a#.In 1947, the

BI'C underlined this crucial point, fABoth
the strong pillar supporting the new institutions reflecting the full and final

expression of human relationships in an ordered ¢ o .

| f Bahg862s believe that the wunification
evolution, they do not believe that it will be an easy undertaking, nor that it
will occur without hindrances. Although there is recognition of a trend

towards globau ni t vy, there is similar recognitio
way of i t s *™8uchbareerseinoleds: tthe dumerous prejudices
based on gender, cl ass, race, nati on,

civilization; the lack of educational opportunitiend communication
among p'® ol lcamficts,; global terrorismand other destructive
processes that do not have any positive effects on the development of
society at all levels. The idea that simultaneous negative and positive forces

areatworkcost i tutes an integr al part of the |
intended to bring about world unity. Indeed, the hindrances to global unity
are identified by Bah862s as 6di s

rupti v
positive influence on global processesiard e nt i fi ed as O0integrat
This dual phenomenon is part of a process that implicates the confusion now
prevailing in human affairs. Indeed, this process calls for visions of world
unity that Bah8062s believereposesonconstruct
opposing forces, which refuse to move beyond national sentiments.

Shoghi Effendi referred to fAsimultaneou
integration and disintegration, of order and chaos, with their continuous and

reciprocal reactions on dac o t "iTde Universal House of Justice notes

that the disintegration process can be identified with the numerous religious,

political, racial or tribal conflicts taking place in several parts of the globe;

the sudden collapse of civil order that hasapmed several countries;

“Bahg§62 International Community, in: Charles Lerche, 1.
Bahg86udll 8h, i n: To@drdathel Most Great Justibee Elemdos Histide ,in the New World
Orde, (London: Bahg862 Publishing Trust, 1996), p. 9.

%8 shoghi EffendiTh e Wor | d Or depr20bf Bah§6uél | §h,

Bahg§62 International Co mTowandithe fostGreatJustitgm®r | es Lerche, (ec
108 |hidl., p. 9

Mjanet Khan, fANew Vision, New Valueso, p. 82.

110bid.

11 Shoghi EffendiThe Advent of Divine Justice ( Wi | mett e: Bah862 Publishing Trust,
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religious fundamentalisrtiZthe epidemic of terrorism as a political weapon;

and among other great disasters, the surge of criminal netiWwbsmong

integrative forces we can find, for example, the call raised in favour of an
International Criminal Court; world conferencé$ithe realisation that

nations are interconnected in the world of trade and finance (a condition that

Shoghi Effendi identified as necessary for the development of an organic

unified world); and related globaspects that call for a more efficient

system of global governance. These two forces, as described by Shoghi

Effendi, although clearly opposed in nature, will inevitably lead to the
Aunity of the human r aeletheafacdofthbe peace
dual process, peace, Bahg862s believe, w
characterised by a growing consciousness of world citizei$hip.

The great differentiation of the Bah§6?2
statement about the reality of humaanur e t hat Bahg86udl |l 8h
fundamentally spiritual. O0Spiritual 6 1in
6religiousod, as we would wusually think
formul ation of a o6gl obal et hicbéo, mor al i
valus 6 i n the field of gl obal politics S

world ethos, without a minimal consensus concerning durable values,

irrevocable standards and fundamental moral attitudes, it is impossible to

i magine a Onew gl dbndbko umentlyenjonedusgos envi sagdg
by Bah86udl |l §h i n "tThe presence eftethigdist h cent ur
congruent with the idea of a divine polity being reflected in temporal affairs,

and more importantly, it denotes that the relation between the two spbere

a practical one, and not a vague description of a world that is out of reach.
OAbdudél 6Bahg8 states, AThe spiritual wor
world. They are the exact counterparts of each other. Whatever objects

appear in the world of existenare the outer pictures of the world of
heav@mMb.duodl 6Bahg8 mentions that heavenly
to the solidarity of mankind or the perfection of justi®@he characteristics

of this divine polity are, thus, the reflection of high requiests in the

governing of human and international affairs, which accounts for the

M2 The Universal House of Justice contemplates that the surge of religious fanaticism testifies to the
break up of human values, which were brought by religions themselves. (See The Universal House of Hestice,
Promise of World Peac8).

3The Universal House of Justice, Ridvan message, April 2000, internal document.

114 Among others, the World Summit for @dren in New York in 1990, the UN Conference on the
Environment in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, and subsequently in 1993 and 1995, the World Conference on Human
Rights in Vienna, the World Summit for Social Development in Copenhagen, or the Fourth WorldeGosmfan
Women in Beijing.

115 bid.

18 The House of Justice notes that the concept of world citizenship has emerged as a direct result of the
6contraction of the world into a single neighbourhood thro
interdependence of nationsdéd. (The Universal House of Justice

M7Udo SchaefeBah §6udl | Shoéosp.&8nity Paradigm

At is now the time in the history of the world for
advancemerdind development of inner forces hat i s to say, we must arise to service

( 6 Ab d u 6 |PéaBea Moge, Than An End To WaB5.)
196 Ab d u 6 The BrarhuBation of Universal Peage 10.
201bid., p. 8.
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reference of Ospirit dleteiist fgréexample, a he Bah §¢
reflection of what is physical reality (the global interdependence of nations),

and wh atconBidehtd ®e the spirituakality of the oneness of

humankind (the brotherhood and sisterhood of all human béfigs).

The BIC writes of the nature of the bod
mai nspring of Bah86udl |l 8hoés nessage i s
fundamentally spiritual i n natur e, and o
operation. It not only sees the individ:
soul o, but al so insists that the entire

itself a spiritu& process, one in which the human mind and heart have
created progressively more complex and efficient means to express their
inherent moral and intellectual capaciti&s.

For Bah8062s, | aying the foundations of
oneness ohumanity is a o6écentral spiritual i
peoples of the worldf? In brief, the manner in which the foundations of a

system of global governance are established, depends, to a certain degree,

on infusing a moral sense in its seeicoromic and political structures.

Bah86uodll 8hdés Exhortation to Political P
Vision of World Order

The cosmopolitan trait of the Bahg86?2 F a
Bab**Who along with proclaiming the concept of progressaxelationi
wrote that, AWe have created you from a

the leaves and fruits of the same tree, that haply ye may become a source of
comfort to anotherélt behoov%®The you to b

anal ogy ed& rtehper etsternee i ng humanki nd, and t
peoples being the 6I-echoedeirstheamitohgs bfr ui t sdé ar
Bah8o6udl |l §h: AYe are the fruits of one t
Deal ye one another with the utmost love and loawynwith friendliness

and f el |Yoovwskthd p&lo6 Bahg8 also used i mages f
elucidate the idea of the oneness of humankind, as it is depicted in the

Bah862 image. This is tantamount to stat
differ from theor eal i ty6 of the oneness of humanl
Al luding to the great tree of the human

mankind may be likened to the branches, leaves, blossoms, and fruits of that

2LMoojan MomenThe Bah 0663. Fai t h,

2Bah§62 | nter naWhbisWrtihgthEBumm2 ni t vy,

123 |bid.

2French Historian Nicholas described His writings as #fp
HuddlestonThe Earth is but One Country L e i c e st dishing Tiaist, A& B. 14R)u b

Comparing the sun to the divine revelations, The B&§b w

the Sun of truth, will thus, indefinitely contnue pr ocess that had no beginning, and wil/l
in: The Universal House of JusticBelections from the Writings of the Bab Ha i f a : Bahg862 World Centre,
87).

26 pid. p.129

278 a h § 6 WGkednings 288.
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t r €%8He also explains that this image @sponds to the solidarity of the

human race.

W. Kenn stian notes that, AThe ¢

he oneness and whol eness
all that Hmantaeseught é To

s Edndeeds suthiamnsmtenemtise pur pos

dudél 6Bahg8 (AThe basis of

ghdif'oand by the statements of

m sne e fworldefmlraxing, rgtleen than vi si o

ur own selfé It is incumbe

—h(mt—l-—h

ned to vy

al | nations and’Bjahgtougbhv&hasmemessdage ai
creation of a universal society between nations, the abolition of war, and the

foundation of universalpea¢gi Love for humanity is a cen
hierarchy of values. All actions should be directed towards thebe#ily of

humankind, its welre having absolute priority over all particular

intetrtskewi se, Janet A. Khan notes that
intended to encourage ®global unity and
I n Iline with the conception ofda worl d \

governments, a concept which was elucidated in the various letters that He
sent to the major monarch$,rulers, and religious leaders between 1867
and 1873. These statements represent His advice to the temporal and
religious leaderships. In the SwiyMulik (Tablets to the Kings), He
addresses all of the monarchs, as He calls on them to abide by the principles
of justice and unity, to disarm, to move away from tyranny and oppression,
to care for the poor and downtrodden, and describes the accumulation of

riches from the peoples by sovereigns as
to be a cruci al concern of thei- |l eader shi
Mu | Yk : ADo not | ay burden on your subjec
in your midst, safeguardthiei ght s of t He downtroddeno.
The Universal House of Justice says of the SaMuluk:

286 Ab d u | Rrdnalgagon of Universal Peacig.

2%W. Kenneth Christibidmpyx. fAlntroductionod, in:

0o Abduo PaiB8Takss ,(London: Bah§62 Publishing Trust, 1995), p

Blshoghi Effendi identifi oneness of humankind as

es the

Bah86uo6ll 8h r evoTheWorldOrdeSoBa g Bd UB.f f 8hdi ,

2B a h § 6 Giednings 95,

EjUdOSchaefeIBah§6u6I | §h6s24Unity Paradigm

Ibid.

135 Janet KhanNew Vision, New Valuep. 79.

Al t hough there is a high station in the Bah862 writing
fulfilling several conditions, including the rejection of absolute monarchy, and the endorsement of a republican
form of government . (See Ulrich Goll mer , MaRiigyaHhe§ 6 2 Political
Crooked Straight: A Contribution to Bag8 6 2 A p, qttars gGetaldiree sSSchukelt) (Oxford: George Ronald,
2000), 449450).

137 The Universal House of JusticBh e Summons of the Lord ,¢HaifaHosts: Tabl ets
Bahg862 World Bentre, 2002), 36
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Al ot Il ntroduces S 0me of t he great t
prominently in the writings of Bahgbo
half decades: the obligation éfc i v i | authority to inst
of justice, the necessity for the reduction of armaments and the
resolution of conflicts among nations, and an end to the excessive
expenditures that were impoverishing t

The idea of moraty in human affairs is underlined, as well as the notion

that temporal government must reflect divine virtues (such as showing

justice, and discarding oppression and tyranny) in the management of their

affairs and the treatment of the peopfén the addess to Queen Victoria,

Bah86udll 8h praises the Queen for aband:¢
both men and women, and also for abiding by the formulation of a

democratic tenet in her governménta poi nt t hat 0OAbdudél 6Ba
emphasise in His treatiSEhe Secret of Divine Civilizatiorin 1875

Bah86udbéll 8h further expounds the princip
worl d peace for Bahg§od? s, the Lesser Pea
nations of the world with a reference to the principle ofemiVe security

that He was among the first to expound and elaboratt'dre wr i t e s, i Be

uni t ed, O kings of the earthé Should an
against another, rise ye all against him, for this is naught but manifest

j ust“iBcaeho8.6 udd | Ehj ains | eaders to Otake ¢

convened international gathering, to show concern for the whole of

mankind, and to reflect upon the design of a world political community. He

also calls for the reduction of armaments to the extent thgtviiil only be

required for internal or setlefence purposé$Bah&8o6udl | 8h stated,
Rulers of the earth! Be reconciled among yourselves, that ye may need no

more armaments save in a measure to safeguard your territories and

domi n#onso.

Referringtohe contents of these Tablets, Shoog
application of the highest principles in human and international relations are

forcibly and insistently made, and the abandonment of discreditable

practices and conventions, detrimental to thephegss, the growth, the

38 |bid. p.iv
% The link between dii ne and temporal | eaderships, in the Bahg§6?
tempor al |l eadership must reflect moral (divine) virtues. A A

(Strihvi-Haykal) in:lbid., 112).

“H1t would be pre -pebmarent mémbershok consultative tassembliesoii  n o n
e

f

sovereign states shoul d dependent @he Sdcreteof Divind | and choice
Civilization, Wi | met t e: Bah ®@224Publishing Trust, 1

“Bahgo6udll §8h was also among the first to evoke the phr
Order appeareth to be | ame n tdayordgr badrelédeip and & rew onSspread  wi | | the pr
out in its stGeanth®7&AlBahg806udl |l &8h,

121bid., p. 43.

“Bahgoéuoél |l §h, in: The Summrionseftisea brd df blas®0el 98 &nd Just i ce,
Gleanings249.

144 S(rivi-Haykal, Summons of the Lords of Ho®8.
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prosperity and the wunit%¥The systemhoE human r
coll ective security propounded by Bahsg
agreements alone are not sufficient to suppoft® it. must stand on a

stronger moral consaigness of human values, and in particular, must be

grounded in the oneness of mankind. Bahs§
of His time, which represent the kernel of His exhortation to the Lesser
Peace, are at the heart ce fandBoadltgt® 2 vi ews

the basis of further elaborations provided by His successors and by the
BIC."

The Century of Light

The vision of a system of international interdependence, and the need for

interlocking governance underlined by the oneness of humankind have also

been expounded by O0OAbduboIlsiaeBqudhBon Who adyv
condition for universal peace was universaffrage, and Who elucidated

t he writi ngs™ QffreligiBus,hr&eialugatridtic§ br. political

prejudices, He said that they were the destroyer of the body politic inasmuch

as all people have a single and common ofrifjiMore interestingly,

OAbhdl 6Bahg8 called the twentieth century
of His statements that international peace would indeed occur in this century

were reported in various papers of the early twentieth cefifufis

pronouncement has been sometiméstaken as being congruent with Him

stating that the Lesser Peace in the twentieth century would be a reality.

Nonet hel ess, when O6Abdudl 6Bahg8 called th
of l'i ght 6, or when he referred to the t
international peace, He alluded to a process of peace that started in the

twentieth century, and not to events that took place during that time.

It is fascinating to see that He denoted the potentialities of the twentieth

century as containing the emybr and the impetus for the creation of

international peace, and the creation of corresponding pending global
institutions and outl ook. The BIC notes,
political realm is discernible through the workings of a process thabean

seen as having been definitely established in the twentieth century amid the

terror and turmoil that have®Théharacteris
twentieth century had unleashed the capacity for international peace and a

“SBah §6uolbid.Bh, in:

“Héthe abolition of war is not simply a matter of signi
requiring a new level of commitment to resolving issues not customarily associated with the pursuit of peace.
Based on political agreements alone, tteédd of col |l ective security if a chimerabo. (T

The Promise of World Peack4).
147 This vision of a system of collective security shall be later expounded when looking at the writings

of Shoghi Effendi, the Universal House of Just e , and the Bah862 International Communi t
86 Ab d u 6 IThe BranhuBation of Universal Peadsg4.
“9hid. 124.
10 For example the Montreal Daily Star in 1912.
®1Bahg§62 | nter naPeace Among tted\ations nliccnydon: Bah§62 I nformation
1999, 1.
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gl obal era. Olsn woAlady 6 IRl Bhaalrs8&nuch as t hi s
l ight, capacity for achievingThenternati o
Bah§go? Wor | d Centre explains t hat t his

Afacceptance of the principl eatoffitommeeness
physical unification in our time and the awakening aspirations of the mass

of its inhabitants have at last produced tbenditions that permit

achievement of the ideal although in a manner far different from that

imagined by imperial dreamers oh &  p fEsghasis addedf It is

relevant to see that the twentieth century has witnessed a breakthrough in

i nternational thinking, as it has witnes
institutions, including the United Nations and its subsidiary ocfi&d

OAbdudbél 6Bahg8 declared that the O6unity o
twentieth century, meaning that the peoples of the world would have

developed a certain consciousness of world solidarity, essential to the
establishment of a political unidfm.The Universal House of Justice clarifies

t hat Athe wunity of nations can be taken
recognition among the peoples of the various nations, that they are members

of one si®@he O6BMihgodocore teathahi ngs of ¢
the oneness of humankind stands as the primary principle regulating human

life and reality; the main difference is that its realisation is now at hand due

to the progress in technology, transport, and communication. As
OAbdudél 6Bah8 states:

Al n fyh msans df communication have multiplied, and the five
c

ontinents of the world have merged i nt
members of the human family, whether peoples or governments, cities or
villages, have become i nchearatgdfalgl vy i nter
mankind can in t°his day be achieved. o

O0Abdudél 6Bahg8 further reflected the writd.i
altruistic concerns and the welfare of humanity as a whole, rather than

particularistic one$® He also clearly defined cosmopolitanism, as it is
enshrined in Bah862 thinking, stating th
imaginary racial differences; for humanity is one kind, one race and progeny

habiting the same globe...These boundaries and distiscare human and
artificial, not natur al and originalo. F
one home and native land. God has created mankind with equal endowment

and right to live upon the earth. As a city is the home of all its inhabitants

althoudh each may have his individual place of residence therein, so the

%26 A b dBaltaThe Promulgation of Universal Peade1.

¥Bah§62 Wo €dntdry oEldghtp & % ,

154 Foad KatiraiGlobal Governance}8.

%5 The Universal House of Justice, Lettgnity of Nations and the Lesser Peace

156 |bid.
®"AbdB&ah§, in: BahGedtdryoWNightT.d Centr e,
Hé May all your attentions ¢ en-Bah&The ftomtidaton wel f are of hu

of Universal Peaceq4).
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earthos surface is one wi d*dheemtn ve | and
argument in OAbdudél 6Bah86s writings fo
physical, and intellectual cosmopolitanisithere is the allusion that all

human beings were created by one 6Great
bet ween human beings, a spiritual C oS mo
and distinctions are nothing but superst
of one F &tthke éenteliegtual explanation that there is no biological

difference between human beings and that we are all part of the same human

speci es, Afwe are one physical race, even
mat er i a%andbthe dntelfectal grounding that physical borders are

simply artificially created boundaries, and not a natural state of affairs,

ARaci al prejudice or separation into na
from human mot i v*®6 Aabnddu 6.1.6.Biaghn8o raalnscoe ome nt i
organic evolution of humanity that is enshrined in all the fields of human
science, i ncluding politics. He states, |
of man; he is seed at first, and then passes by the degrees of the condition of
embryo a n dthe fpolitcal unordd in the same way cannot

instantaneously evolve from the nadir of defectiveness to the zenith of

per f e'®tAdcardingly, the idea that the political realm must pass

through different degrees before it can be functional is here allteded

likewise, an appropriate system of global governance will gradually evolve

to become increasingly efficient.

r

Human Nature and Peaceful World Order: An Alternative Image

According to O6Abdudl 6Bahs§g, the aim of t
who have bee given the endowment of the intellect and understanding, is
not targeted at destruction, but rather constitutes a means by which a

peaceful society can emerjéHe st at ed, Al hoggre t hat y O |
understandingo promote the unity and tranquillityf man K°Ba t € 6 2
belief dwells on the fact that Amen have

everadvanci ng EThe pulpdseia dréatmg umankind is, thus,
the achievement of its full potential to do good, and to promote the
evolution of soaty!® In this statement, we come across the premise of the

Bah§go? i dea of human natur e, whi ch i s
confines of being inherently either d&égoo
that asks for endeavour and accounts for the frdeofviluman beings. For

Bah8o6udl |l §8h, each individual represents

1%bid., 118 & 287.

160 bid., 299 & 468.

161 1bid., 299.

162 |bid., 287.

1635 Ab d u 6 IThie Bexret®f Divine Civilizatiod07.
18446 Ab d u 6 PaiBTalks33.

85 |hid., 42.

6B a h § 6 WGkednings4.

AThe purpose of the creation of man is the attainment
purpose of mahésetoeratianitg,and har mony, ndarisdi scord and s¢
Talks 4).
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rich in gems of inestimable value. 6 This
proper education, with which each person can optimise the ability to

pract i we Midlivideats are not left to themselves with a fixed

nature.

OAbdudél 6Bah8 calls these two sides of hu
natures® This image of human nature can also be captured in the writings

of Bahg8o6ubl |l §8h, chebdtedbThee, ydt thouehast abase@ o d )
thyself. Rise then wunt o Y%Homeah beihgsr whi c
have to O0endeavour 6 to |l et their o&éhig
thus, a matter of choice. By acting on their lower nature, human beings

allow disasters in civilisation, which occur on the grounds that the purpose

of creation is not being fulfilled, or that the nobility intended for creation is
being i1gnored. Human reality is that of
concept of human natureogirays, thus, a positive, rather than a negative,

i mage. The complexity of humand™ nature i :
AMan is the highest degree of materialit:
I that is to say, he is the end of imperfection and ltleginning of
perfectioné Not in any of the species in
a difference, contrast, contradiction, and opposition as in the species of

ma n‘’&In parallel, it is important to make the paramount point that in the

Bah 8§ 6 2 lowermatgre is not real, as it is not part of human reality. Evil

is the absence of good, as darkness is the absence of light, and in this way, it

is crucial to state that the Ol ower nat u
n at &¥Teebcreation ofhumankind is reminiscent of a higher nature,

leaving no doubt as to the nobility of creation. Gollmer explains:

h t
her

AThe Bah§g®6?2 Faith does not have a dual
distinction between believers and infid&tsgood or evil, saved or unsaved

Its principle is that of unity: metaphysically as the unity of God, the Creator

of all human beings and his universal mercy; practically as an ethical

standard in all dealings with the people and nations of the world and as a

responsibility forthe presev at i on &f <creation. 0o

Since the capacity for a higher nature does exist, and the attainment of this

higher nature is the aim of creation, Loni Braméoer c he r emar ks, A Wi

18 | oni BramsosLer che, #AAp. Afdal iTheodoreality underlying this qu:
spirit, Satan or whatever is interpreted as evil, referstb thewer nat ur e i n Foundationsofl 6 Abdudél 6 Bah§,
World Unity, Wi | mett e: Bahg&862 Publishing Trust, 1968, 77).

96 Ab d u 6 PaiSTalksSs.

M BahgouTéhlel §Hi,dden Wor disParb f fronB thé Brabic,6(Wilm@tte: Baha'i
Publishing Trust, 185), 9.

MBahgb6udll §h quotes the Koran when He seasstes, fAMan is M
More Than End To WaR27).

26 Abdu 6| ®deehMoreiThan An End To Wa8-39.

R Evi | -eiistent it & the absence of good; sickness is the loss of health; poverty the lack of
richeso. (FRoubatonsdof VdoBdaUNISTS).

M6Abdudl 6Bahg§ states, flLet us never sayParisol am a believ
Talks,152).

Ulrich Gollmer,Bah § 62 Pol i443. cal Thought,
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regard to the capacity for aggression, |
fromthe opinions of the Or ediHense this school of
certainly explains why the Bah862 | itera
Out opiané, when in fact i1t claims that h
purpose than that of unc@ag conflict. Danesh Hossein describes the

Bah862 model of world order as one that
every human being and the ul’tThemate vi ct
possibility of achieving a peaceful society is also justifiedHhsy fact that

the individual is a O0social be'®ngdé in ne
It is noteworthy that the capacities for building a peaceful society are greater

in our age than they were in previous ages, leading us back to
OAbdudél 6 BamE&dst oeftdhrre t wentieth century

| i giltmdeed, Bah806udll 8h notes that our a:
that |l ay |l atent in man had% h been and wil |
The Universal House of Justiand maa nt ai ns
paralysing contradictiondé have prevailed

belief in the aggressiveness of human beings. Accordingly, the Universal
House of Justice asserts that this has generatenimgelted obstacles to the

creationofajusand peacef ul soci al system. The i
recognises, on the one hand, the longing of people for peace and the
Oapprehensions tormenting their dai |y |

challenges the conflicting statement that human beirgmberently selfish

and aggressive and incapable of achieving a peaceful and dynamic social
order®The need to reassess mankindoés true
thinking of the possibilities that exist within the international community to

achieve anore peaceful ordefhe Promise of World Peastates:

AAs the need for peace becomes more urgel
which hinders its realization, demands a reassessment of the assumptions

upon which the commonl yricd préddidamentie w of man
based. Dispassionately examined, the evidence reveals that such conduct,

far from expressing mands true self, rej
spirit. Satisfaction on this point will enable people to set in motion

constructive sdal forces which, because they are consistent with human

nature, will encourage harmony and cooperation instead of war and
aggre¥sion. o

76| oni BramsonLerche,An Analysis4.

" Hossein B. Daneshnity: The Creative Foundation of Peace Tor ont o : Bahg§o?2 Publ i shing
1986, 118.

6 Ab d u 6 IThe BranhuBation of Univeal Peace35.

similarly, Toynbee views the point of a civilisationés
6higher religiond emerges.

180 Research Department of the Universal House of Jufticep | et s of Bah&§o6udl |l §h: Reveal e
Kitdb-i-Aqdess, Wi | mette: Bah862 Publishing Trust, 1988, 219.

iz;The Universal House of JusticEhe Promise of World Peacg.

Ibid.
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This statement can be Iinked to the Bah
through different stages leading to world yndgne of which is an immature

stage replete with war, strife, and exploitatithThe paralysis of will

0rooted -sienateddeeomvi ction in the quarrel
hindered world leaders to move beyond the notion of national sovereignty,

and meethe challenge of establishing an appropriate world institutions and

world mechanisms for the achievement of pé&telenceforth, in the

Bah862 model, all efforts that aim at re
cannot be solely pragmatic; they have &rhised to the level of principle.
I n this regard, the Universal House of J

in dealing with issues of peace is to raise the context to the level of

principle, as distinct from pure pragmatism. For, in essence, peaos st

from an inner state supported by a spiritual or moral attitude, it is chiefly in
evoking this attitude that t™lhis possi bili
inner attitude grounded in the view that human beings are and were created

to be noble, stand dtte basi s of the Bah862 i mage of
centrality of the individual and human relationships in a multilayered

governance scheme. It, furthermore, disposes of the idea that world order

schemes can be founded on political concerns only, witoyreference to

evoking the moral attitude that lies at the basis of the true reality of man.

The Oneness of Humankind and Institutional Cosmopolitanism

Shoghi Effendi wrote that, Aéthe princip
cornerstoneoBah 806 udél | 8hédsédominion implies not
the enforcement of His "“SToehaneness dfor wor | d
humankind, which entails its unity, has its corollary in the secimnomic

and political spheres: it propounds that unity is gninciple regulating all

spheres of human life, including the soepuwlitical realm. As such, the

principle is not fated to remain only on ideological and emotional levels,

with no institutional and practical implications. If it were the case, the

principle would remain on the level of theoretical good wishh§hoghi

Effendi further explained that unless the efforts of world leaders were

directed towards giving thought to this system of global governance that

was now based on global, rather than natistractures, they were bound to

encounter setbacks. Shoghi Effendi states:

AThe oneness of mankindéis applicabl e
but concerns itself primarily with the nature of those essential
relationships that must bind all the states and nations as members of

WsSee also Kant, fdldea For A Universal HKatory With A Cos
Political Writings,44.

184 The Universal House of JusticEhe Promise of World Peacil

18 |pid., 14-15.

86 Shoghi EffendiTh e Wor | d Or de3. of Bah§o6udl | §h,

¥5Abdudl 6Bahg§ stated, fAWhat profit is there in agreeing
of the solidarity6 t he human race as an ideal ?0 6Abdudl 6Bah8 further e
transformed into the world of acParis®aiks3).t hey would be of no us
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one family. It does not constitute merely the enunmmof an ideal,

but stands i nseparably associated Wi
toédemonstrate its wvalidiimpies and perp
an organic change in the stitructure o0

constitutes a challenge, at once bold andvensal, to outworn

shibboleths of national creedisc r eeds t hat have had t h
calls for no less than the reconstruction and the demilitarisation of

the whole civilised®™worldéo [Emphasi s

Although it implies the need for unity, the onenesfiumankind does not

suggest that uniformity is a relevant consideration in its application. On the

contrary, the machinery that can best incarnate this principle must be made

to reflect the diversity inherent in the human family, and in all the aspkcts o

human | ife. The Bah8062 Faith is a firm b
only sustained by a strong corollary of the preservation and flourishing of

diversity. Not only the diversity found in the different shapes and colours of

the human family, bualso the diversity of thought and opinion. In this

instance, O0Abdudl 6Bah8 noted, AAl I are ¢
roads | eading theretoéDo not all ow diffe
thought to separat e roeyprirdirwmlme yofur é d reil tl yo w
di versityo, which stands at the basis o
element of the oneness of humankind, does not simply constitute a

t heoretical and ethical aspect ; it const

mankind, which he.been misused for hatred and conffitt.

Indeed, the oneness of humankind and unity in diversity, which stand at the

very heart of the principles that have shaped the whole process of life are,

thus, not just to be applied to the individual, but to tbeegnance system,

and have to be the guiding thrust behind rirechinerythat can best serve

the interests of humankind in its structural aspects. It is significant that, in

this instance, the Bah862 Faith uphol ds
the commonwealt® when considering a new system of global

governancé”? The Bl C, therefore, untesed | i nes, A
model s of governance that may accommodat
uni fied framewor k i s t he rfobserees, a l syst el
AFederalism has proved effective in dece

making in large, complex, and heterogeneous states, while maintaining a

88 ghoghi EffendiTh e Wor |l d Orde48. of Bah§o6udl | §h,

89 Ab d aPaiBTalks44-45.

05ee6 AbduoBaBgHE, Woeesl d Fai th

1 The commonwealth model takes a more confederal form than the federal model. The federal model
has a rule of law, which operates from the federal centre, whereas the commonwealthamasigle sanctions
when, for example, human rights are not respected. The commonwealth/confederation model has no legal force
over membestates.

192 Tellingly many grassoots socieeconomic development programmes have proved very efficacious
without the need for a central authority to control them, which demonstrates that a governance model certainly
does not have to resemble a Hobbesian style goerifiFoad KatiraiGlobal Governancel 3).
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degree obverall unity and stability.*** Another model worth examining is
the commonwealth, whicht ¢he global level would place the interest of the
whol e ahead of the i nt*YgEmpasisaddedl.any i ndi vi

Moreover, these systems of governance WwWe
who emphasised in 1912 that centralisation was most ltkegncourage

despotism and that it was, thus, urgent to find ways to discourage its

practice as a system of governafite.Her e, OAbdudl 6Bah§.
recommendation was further elaborated by Shoghi Effendi. Explicitly, when

providing one of the possible exampldso 6 some f orm of pol i ti ceé
enshrined in the Bahgo6?2 writings, Shogh
Federal Stated, whilst he acknowledged t|

be tortuous and induced by sufferirtgdde, furthermore, explained thatt h e
establishment of a world commonwealth, a world federal system liberated
fromé waré in which Force is made the
consequential institutional form of the unity of mankiffd.

Shoghi Effendi, as early as 1954, described the dva$ a global

nei ghbourhood (6needs of a world already
when advocating the option of a world federal government to counteract
6anachronistic conceptions©o or t he 60b
sover é%leet, wod federalist thinking advocated world federal

government, especially in the irtear years and after WWII, to do away

with the outdatedness, and the ill foundation of state soveréigrty.

Bah§8o? thought, this world fmstter al gove
conceptionsd would be a major step towar
Peace and the unification of mankfiThe main organs of the world
federal government would comprise a world parliament or legislature that is
able to create a code of enfeable international law previously universally
agreed upon; a world executive, backed by an international force, which
would O6carry out the decisions arriyv
worl d parliament 6; and a wmdgmenht tri bu
would be binding on the parties and applicable to all disputes arising in the
universal system. Alongside these main organs of the world federal

ed a
nal

Here the use of the term dsmeseencaunterdnteinad separatister est i ng. Mar
movements. (See Michael Ignatiefflood and Belonging: Journeys into the New Nationgli€anada: Penguin,
1993, 1723).
Bahg§62 | nt er naTurhimyiPeint FoCAH Natiansp.i7t vy ,
 Héto cast aside centralisation which promotes despof
( 6 Ab d u 6ThedPBoanthldation of Universal Peack7.) It is here helpful to s that global federalism has
been influenced by the transformation of the United States at the end of the eighteenth century from a confederal
to a federal model. The latter initiated the idea of the individual as a subject of world law.
1% Shoghi Effendijn: Helen Bassett Hornby (Compiled by),i ght s of Gui dance: A Bah§62 R
File, New Del hi : Bahg862 Publishing Trust, 1994, 130.
7 bid., 436.
18 Shoghi EffendiCitadel of Faith Wi | mett e: Bah§62 Publishing Trust, 1999,
199 Advocates of a world fedal government included: Auguste Forel, Auguste Schvan, and Paul Otlet
(during the First World War), Bertrand Russell and Oscar Newfang, Rosika Schwimmer, Maverick Lloyd (in the
inter war years). During the Second World War, federal advocates considRathadme, Beveridge, Zilliacus,
Culberston and Adler. (Derek Heat@&/prld Citizenship and Governmept 110112).
200 shoghi EffendiCitadel of Faith p. 126.
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gover nment, a number of umbrell a organi
transnational network of individus, private organisations and international
agenciesd f unct i®ignificgntlywhet BIC defines the o my .

global governance system as a sum of intricate relationships between

individuals and groups who determine how they manage common

internatonal concerns, underlining the importance of the input of the global

citizenry)?°* This institutional form provides the possible format that can

embody the words of Bahg86udl |l §h, frequeil
Bahg§862 Faith, oOTnhter ygaratnhd insa mKutn done& sc acu t

Significantly, Shoghi Effendi was not proscriptive when he advocated

federalism or the commonwealth as two possible models of world

governance, but it is relevant that the BIC reiterated, as soon as 1995, that
federalismwas a useful structure for some form of global government. In

this regard, according to Bah§go? t hougt
federalism is considered the most favourable form for the management of

diversity and decentralisation in a global governarsystem, it is

reminiscent that this vision of a world federal government, although a clear
destiny in the Bah862 vision of a future
term and drastic project as things now st®hi.the Bah88062 model cal l
incremental ®eps to be taken in order to reform international institutions,

and move towards a new system of global governance. Accordingly, it

contains a transformationist paradiginthe natiorstate is in a period of

change, and will eventually cede some of itsuefice to world political

arrangements. Changes in the political arena will not happen unexpectedly

and incoherently, but as a result of expediency and urgency following both

the will of peoples and world leader§he new generation of world

federalists hasdopted a stepy-step approach, rather than the maximalist

approach of the realisation of a world federal government: for example, they

advocate UN democratisation through an assembly of world citizens, or

have worked for the establishment of the Inteéamal Criminal Court.

The Lesser Peace, or Bah862 Programme f ol
Bah862s believe that peace will come in
political peace among nations: the OLess
towhat OAbdudl 6Bah8 named o6unity in the p
by Shoghi Ef fendi as a ounity which pol:i
states achieve among themsef8S he second stage, t he 06N
Peaced, ref er s and potitibakuniScationiofinhanking @ i r i t ual ,

2 hid. 94.

®pani el Wheatley, fAGlobal Governance: Has a Paradigm Shi

The Lesser Peace Closer ?0 i n: PBedseshbfThdéssedReaexi@rdNazi | a Ghanea,
George Ronald, 2002244.

23B a h § 6 WGedning$260.

2“Bahg§62 Wo €Cdntdry oEldghtp1r92 |

25 paniel Wheatley(Global Governance: Has a Paradigm Sh#g7.

®shoghi Effendi, i @entunBoalightii8 Worl d Centr e,
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peace in which spirit and humanity would be infused into the political
peace. Daniel Wheatley notes:

AThe Bahg802 wr i-perceptoprsandidentity asabaing ore ofl f
the major areas of difference betwebn tesser Peace and the Most Great

Peace. It is only in the Most Great Peace when a man shall travel to any city
on earth, and it will be as if entering his own home. The Lesser Peace will

see t he end of war bet ween nati onsébut
accompanied by feelin#’s of universal huma
The political peace, the most immediate pedtieas been mentioned by

Bah86uébéll 8h when He wrote to the rulers,

age, and was further expouneddtedheby O6Abdubd
formulation of a world government based on a federal system of governance

and decentralisation is crucial to the B.
to maintain decisioimaking at appropriate levels, and functions according

to the principle 6 subsidiarity. The latter represents an element of the

6Lesser Peaced, the term Bah8d6udll 8h wuse
of collective security”Wheatley details:

AAs well as cal I""Bah gfoawrdé| B bar MmaArheautd,l 6 B:
Shoghi Effendilaid down guiding principles for a global legislature,

international weights and measures, a supreme tribunal, a global
peacekeeping forceéShoghi Effendi expand
of the Lesser Peace. This includes the creation of a glole@iutixe, a

global legislature, an international armed force in crisis management, a

world taxation system, a global currency, global communications
network"and a supreme international tribunal
of the organisatrme pnpéecasdPray |l ¢ ament of

by

6Supreme *fri bunal 6. 0

The Supreme Tribunal was also defined b
Cour't of Appeal 06, an Ol nternational Tril
6l nternati onal *Whis ltridunalC which woulé mave 0 .

abiding jurisdiction in international affairs only, would need to be set up so
as to prevent war, and would be composed of representatives from each

207 Nalinie Mooten, Interview with Daniel Wheatley, Conducted Via EmaiEéBruary 2003.
28 The Most Great Peace refers to a very distant future, as it is part of an eschatological promise.

The occurrence of a World Federal Government is, accor
humanki nd®é, but i tentsdaoleng er mowevcemnur ednomdépraesgl obal societyo. (
Community, Turning Point For All Nations).

5Abdudl 6Bahg8 held the view that it was essential that

development of international peace, happesieaultaneously, as partial disarmament would only cause other
nations to be suspicious and increase their armaments as a result. (In: The Universal House BleiustR@).

shoghi Effendi wrote i n 19c®Bmunicdtidn wihleecdbvisedj sm of wor |l d
embracing the whole planet, freed from national hindrances and restrictions, and functioning with marvellous
swi ftness and perf ectThree giolrd rdi tOy ad.e208)DH o gBhaih §Bfuféd n &ih,,

#22Thjs wvision is alluded to in the statements of the B
Turning Point For All Nations See also J. TysoWorld Peace and World Government: A Baha'i Approach.
Oxford: George Ronald, 1986, 57 & Daniel Wheat@igbal Gorernance: Has a Paradigm Shi#29.

236 Abdud | @PBameh Moye thaman End to Wap. 199203.
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nation of the world, whose election would be based on using some form of

population criteria. fis election would need to be confirmed by the cabinet,

the upper house, and the president of the nation, and should have at its basis

the sanction of the peoples of the worl d
suggestion as to a future world court in the laineteenth century:

AA Supreme Tribunal shall be established
of every nation, composed of members elected from each country and

government. The members of this Great Council shall assemble in unity. All

disputes of an imrnational character should be submitted to this Court, its

work being to arrange by arbitration everything which otherwise would be a

cause of war. The mission of*this Tribun:
This vision of a world judicial system is part®fh o g h i Effendi 6s el ab
of the Bahg862 vision of a future world ol
statement of Bah86udll 8h regarding His e
none ot her t han t he demand for 6t he ur

c
sovereigntyo and that of a system of a w
of the world or the formulation of a system of world government, whose

main organs have been above mentiofie&hoghi Effendi details his

t houghts, reminisdantFeafertal e Secd altledf:or a

ASome f or m o{tateamust aereds the esolvedeim whose favour

all the nations of the world will have willingly ceded every claim to make

war, certain rights to impose taxation and all rights to maintain armaments,

except forpurposes of maintaining internal order within their respective

dominions. Such a state will have to include within its orbit an international

executive adequate to enforce supreme and unchallengeable authority on

every recalcitrant member of the commonwleah world parliament whose

members shall be elected by the people in their respective countries and

whose election shall be confirmed by their respective governments; and a

supreme tribunal whose judgement will have a binding effect even in such

cases whre the parties concerned did not voluntarily agree to submit their

case to its consideration. A world comn
capricious and militant nationalism will have been transmuted into an

abiding consciousness of world citizenshipuchindeed, appears, in its

broadest outline, the Ofder anticipated |

It is to bear in mind, however, and as briefly mentioned, that this picture of
worl d order represents in the words of 1
Centr e, -tertnap cltounrge of a gl obradical soci et yd

246 Ab du 6 PaiSTalksg61.

AfWe see you adding every year unto your expenditures a
whom ye rule; this v@ly is naught but grievous injustice.... Be reconciled among yourselves, that ye may need
ar maments no more save in a measure to safeguard your terri:t
take up arms against another, rise ye all against himhford i s nawught but mani fest justiceo
Shoghi EffendiTh e Wor | d Or dedd). of Bahg8o6ubl !l §h,

218 |pid., 40-41.
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restructuring of t he admini strati orfEmphbsist he af f ai

addedi 1 n I R, the use of the very-term o6wor
fetched, outdated, and out of touch with a plural global governance system
advocated in the new conditions of wor |
government & alr eady I|aexalisstinsinternational he f o

politics and/or the deficit of global democratic input in financial institutions

such as the International Monetary FurfiMF) . To ot her s, owor
government o i mplies the prevalence of po
economé ones. I't i s essenti al to stress tha
those conceptions of world government. Indeed,can anticipate why the

Bah862 model, which is holistic and base
principle of deckboatdibisbydomddi ®m inter

Indeed, with centralisation, or the process by which decisions are taken
away from those affected by them, people lose their ability to shape their
own destiny, and are deprived of the dignity to choose for thleas

We can discern that the problem with the

one of terminology (i.e. the world gover
not take the form and rigidity of the world government that is being

currently criticisedinIR)yi deed, the Oworl d governmenta
Bah§8o? writings i S not a centralised,

governance machine. Rather, it is a pyramidal structure, which respects

lower levels of governance. In parallel, the BIC promotes the thaivin

devel opment paradigms, the maxims O6small
act locallyod are ade d'taapeeplefeelthattheyk | e ec on
can control their destiny. Here sovereignty, meaning the respect for lower

levels of governare; is necessary. As late Professor Claude Ake observes
Asovereignty has done I|ittle to prevent
south bein% subject to policiesnposed on them by global financial

i nsti U [Emghasis .added] Indeed, cosmopoiisam does not

necessarily equate to the idea of o6ébigne
Arundhat i Roy states, AThe further and
decisions are taken, the moré& scope you |

Geoffrey Robertson, inview of the growing importance of global
corporations as global actors, contends that it is imperative that international

| egal mechani s ms be created for states

resources, whi ch are availabllte to them

educati on and?® sore significantly,e e umaintaing .that

0 human rights audi tingo, i . e. t he pr oce
217Bah862 I nternational Communi ty, Turning Point For Al

91.

218Bah 8062 | nt er nyaTurnimgriPaint for @loNations24i

219Ake in: Charles Lerche&verything That Rises Must Convergé6.

220 Arundhati Roy, The Chequebook and the Cruise Missile: Conversations with Arundhati Roy
(interview by David Barsamian), London: Harper Perennia4205.

221 Geoffrey RobertsorCrimes Against Humanit22
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produced on behalf of multinationals, should become human rights
principles, and nonts neexré&rStyg@Edendpubl i c r el
who referred to a world parliament as a global law making body, conceived

it in cosmopolitan ter ms, insofar as it
all peoples?® The second and third generation of human rights defirsethe
sociceconomic needs as rights. In relation to the latter, David Held also

alludes to the idea of a global parliament which would monitor the
accountability of global corporations to deal with their social failures. The

ICC, which does not as yet incleidtorporate responsibility, has, however,

started meaningful and innovative work in implementing human rights on

nonstate actors, i.e. on human beings.

There is no doubt, for Bah802 s, that th
government is a radical undaking as things now stand. More importantly,

this system of world government would not come into being without the

approbation of the members of the human race, who would have developed

a strong sense of world citizaetnship tha
national i smo. I n highlighting these aspe
absolutely c¢clear that the intentions | at

aspire to replace the existing local or national structures by international

ones, nor to sulitute our existing loyalties for other ones, but rather seek to

supplement humanity with the international structures and loyalties that are

necessary to the flourishing and development of society. Similar to the
federalist tradi tsinaimtend to heplacaBlanwer§edels et hos d
of governance and lesser loyalties, but rather seek to complement them with

the requirements of an interdependent world. It does not call for a vague

attachment to the world as a whole, but for evolving and multipltieg

from the grassroots to the whole. Shoghi Effendi notes:

AFar from aiming at the su ersion of th
(the meaning of Bah86uobl |l § S intent) se
needs of an evathanging world. It canconflict with no legitimate

allegiances, nor can it undermine essential loyalties. Its purpose is neither to
stifle the fl ame of a sane and intelligdg
essenti al if the evils of wexccallssive cent
for a wider loyalty, for a larger aspiration that has animated the human race.

It insists upon the subordination of national impulses and interests to the

imperative claims of a unified world. It repudiates excessive centralisation

on the one hand,nd disclaims all attempts at uniformity on the other. Its

bv
h 0

watchword is &nity in diversity.o
The Bahg86?2 cal l i s based on the belief
abandon theories that seek to o6deify the
222 bid.
223Shoghi EffendiThe Wor Il d Or de203.of Bah86éudl | §h
2241bid., 41.
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their apects’®that promote the interests of certain members of the human
race to the disadvantage of others, and that do not attempt to adjust
themselves to the needs of an increasingly cosmopolitan age. Accordingly,
the Universal House of Justice writes:

Afeattdo manyéi deol ogies, alas, instead of
oneness of mankind, and promoting the increase of concord among different

peoples, have tended deify the state to subordinate the rest of mankind

to one nation, race or class, &tempt to suppress all discussion and

interchange of ideas, or to callously abandon starving millions to the

operations of a market system that all too clearly is aggravating the plight of

the majority of mankind, while enabling small sections to liva condition

of affluence scarcel y[Edphasisaddedf of by our |

There is no deni al t hat one of the most
community is the abandonment of theories and ideas that are standing in the
way of the realisatiorof humankind as one body, that are viewing all of
humankind as an interdependent family, and that are still insisting upon
nationalistic and divisive claims. It is suggested that we abandon parochial
notions, such as racism, which in its extreme can leadenocide, or
nationalism, that has persisted and demonstrated its pernicious effects on the
body of humankind. If racism or nationalism cannot generate the prosperity
of humankind, it is here suggested that we now start shaping our
institutions, our effds, and our world/iew on a more encompassing and
humane dimension. Shoghi Effendi embodied thisnafiortant statement in

his writings:

AThe call of Bah8o6udl |l §8h i S primarily
provincialism, all insularities and prejudicd$.long-cherished ideals and

time-honoured institutions, if certain social assumptions and religious

formulae have ceased to promote the welfare of the generality of mankind,

if they no longer minister to the needs of a continually evolving humanity,

let them be swept away and relegated to the limbo of obsolescent and

forgotten doctrines. Why should these, in a world subject to the immutable

law of change and decay, be exempt from the deterioration that must needs

overtake every human institution? For legstandards, political and

economic theories are solely designed to safeguard the interests of humanity

as a whole, and not humanity to be crucified for the preservation of the
integrity of any pfarticular | aw or doctr |

Unity, Diversity and Continuity

225 The Universal House of Justice highlights the link between purely materialistic doctrines and the
belief in the inner aggressiveness of man: AMost particul ar/l
the progenitor and common feature dfsaich ideologies, that we find the roots which nourish the falsehood that
human beings are incorrigibly selfishThedPromiseafgdprides si veo. (The
Peace9).

226 |pid. 8-9.

27ghoghiEffendi,The Wor | d Orde4. of Bah86udl | §h
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't is crucial to state that Bah8062 appeas
and decentralisation, only call for additional structures to global governance,

and do not advocate the abolition of the nastate system, as they view

governance in an evdlonary, and not adversarial bastln this light,

Katirai observes, AWhil e systems founde
regard compromise as essential because two positions are mutually

exclusive, those founded upon an evolutionary base see each stage as a
precursor to the next *higher and more col

The Bahg80i Fait h, t hus, presents the i ma
hyperglobalist model, which signifies that it recognises that the nstate
is in a period of transition, and not aboubt®@ e xti nct. The Bah§©6?2

relation to global governance is clearly between the insinuations of
hyperglobalizers, who affirm that the natistate is going to disappear due

to transnational processes and the global ecoiragd between statist

staements, which put forward that the natstate is not going to be even

slightly challenged by the processes of globalisafitvor eover, t he Bah§
Faith highlights the idea of a O6turning
transition between nationalogereignty and world unity, which many

international theorists recogni¥®. The proponents of cosmopolitan

democracy, likewise, although not advocating a federal solution, admit that

the fate of the natest at e i s outside of its hands
political scientists who have devised the concept of cosmopolitan

democracy and those of like mind are sometimes dubbed
6transformationalistsé they reject the i
who foresee the trend of globalization as involving themete collapse of

pY

the natiors t a®e 0 .

Shoghi Effendi did not hesitate to point out the anachronism of the nation

state, as he clearly contended that the
utter disregard of the spirit of the age, are striving to adpstational

processes, suited to the ancient days ofsafnt ai ne d®*Morat i ons éo
recently, Peter Drucker argues that the nasitate is no longer the self

contained unit that it used to be in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.

Indeed, for Druckerthe obsolescence of the natssate demands the

creation of institutions, which would fAo
transnational s oc i®aToulmmaduesetitabtheonewi ¢ needs O
age is characterised by adaptability and diversificatistead of the old age

28 Foad KatiraiGlobal Governance23.

229 |bid

20 5ee for example, Keichi Ohmakhe End of the Nation Stateondon: Harper Collins, 1995.

231 Hirst and Thompson think that the processes of globalisation have not perturbed sovereign
nationhood to the slightest. (See Daniel WheatBghal Governance, Has A Paradigm Sh86).

22 3ee Lazslo, Toulmin, Held or Rosenau.

233 Derek HeateWorld Citizenship: Cosmopolitan Thinking52.

Z4ghoghi EffendiTh e Wor |l d Orde3. of Bah§o6uédl | ah,

23 Stephen ToulminCosmopolis?.
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of stability and hierarchy. The natieate is currently unable to respond to

our needs, and should be complemented by
are learning that in an evolving world, institutions must be adaptable to deal

wit h evol ving HKtBmahng 6purdod B I8ehmspar.oc|l ai med t h.
the unity of nation had given way to the era of the unity of the world.

l ndeed, for Bah862 s, the times surroundi
distinguished by a particular theme, therrent one being the unity of
humanki nd. I n the evolutionary religiou:t

Faith views all aspects of human life, including social and political aspects,

Shoghi Effendi explains that the main theme surrounding the Christian era
was that of the individual, and that the era of Islam had been marked by the
thematic of the unity of the natiof¥.

Due to the nature of its evolutionary and ramversarial approach, the

Bah§go? Faith recognises thatyahdhe contin
Islam (which does not mean that their messages are questioned; rather it

highlights an intrinsic link between religions) signifies that the adoption of a

world vision complements individual and national concerns. The present

religious theme, thus, isharacterised by world unity, as the era of the self

sufficiency of natorst at es has come to an end. Bah ¢
|l ove of oneds country as stild!l being a
noti on. He sai d, Al t h hisscoumry butihishss t o boast

oas
who |l oveth tH#®hivhel Bawdo?d.do advocate 6
of  Piurfiveréal institutions, and the consciousness of world citizenship,

they do not seek to diminish sane patriotic feelings, and the love that one

individual may have for his or her culture, language, traditions, provided

they do not become more important than wider, more global, concerns. U

Thant, Secretary General of the UN from 1962 to 1971, embodied this

i mage as he st at eaional pride. Mationahpride iscr i t i ci z €
natural. | say only that the sense of belonging to the human community must

be added to, and become &%lImien aBath 80v2er o1
image of world order is grounded in a holistic, rather than partial world

view, and takes its main insight from the principle that what is of benefit to

the whole is of benef it to the part, a
organi cal | y* mdmothie prireiple stemy the consequential
ideas of continuity, unity, and complemé¢ ar i ty. The | ove of one

contained in the love of the world as the whole, continuity depicts different
stages from the part to the whole (from the family unit to the world), and all
of the parts are contained and act interdependently inréagey whole.

2% |hid., 192.

237 seeShoghi EffendiThe Promised Day Is ComE96.

8B a h § 6 Giednings 95,

2%91n 1955, Shoghi Effendi enjoind@lah § 62 s t o fachi eve a universal conscious
of lifeo. (in: Jan T. Jasion, AThe Universalism of the B
Ef f e Didlagwe and Universalismp1996, 6 (1112), 105).

2401n: Foad KatiraiGlobal Governance 5.

21Moojan MomenThe Bah 82 Faith,
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The Bah802? vision contains some convicti
due to i1ts intrinsic religious <characte
inevitability of world peace, but warns that this phase will not come

unhi nder e de confdlanh 8e3pites all af the world turbulendes

which they consider to be a transitional step from a system of national

sovereignty to a world commonwealth of natignghat peoples of vision

and insight will lead humanity to world peadéln its 1985statementThe

Promise of World Peacé¢he Universal House of Justice explains that flaws

in the international system are partly due to the fact that state sovereignty

has remained intact, and that this status quo impedes the adoption of

relevant solutios to the threatened collapse of the international economic

system, the spread of international anarchy and terrorism, or the inability of

sovereign natiorstates to prevent w& This report proclaims that due to

unfettered nat i onathchmen Yoeoidepattgrnst of 6 |, and
behaviour, the path to world peace could be possibly horrifying. The
statement reads, AWhet her peace is to be

horrors precipitated by humanityds stub
behaviour, ois to be embraced now by an act of consultative will, is the
e

e

choice before al PFutheonore,thb ldobise bf Justitee ear t ho.
promotes the idea that 6love of humanity
countryo, and t hm&, o6wmibah ddiedt inmag uiomnhad s si
sane patriotismdé, must be supefseded by
Shoghi Ef fendi explains that all t hat th
and proclaims, is:

AThe i nsufficiency ofe fupdantental etangssm, I n Vi

effected in the economic life of society and the interdependence of the
nations, and as the consequence of the contraction of the world, through the
revolution in the means of transportation and communicatamditions

that did notand could not exist either in the days of Jesus Christ or of
Muhammad. It calls for a wider loyalty, which should not, and indeed does
not, conflict with lesser loyalties. It instils a love which, in view of its scope,
must include and not exclude the lowef oneds own country. é
insist, however, on the subordination of national considerations and
particularistic interests to the imperative and paramount claims of humanity
as a whole, inasmuch as in a world of interdependent nations and peoples
the advantage of the part is best to be reached by the advantage of the

whole?4®

242 pater Khan|ntroduction p. xi.

|'n the words of Bah8o6udll &h, fsigns of impeding convu
inasmuch as the prevailing or debrudaGlefiehgs?¥).t o be | amentably de
244 The Universal House of JusticEhe Promise of World Peacp. 3. This image can be found in the
writings of Kant, who thought that nature would eventually |
we have a choick et ween reason and nature to attain peace. I f not E
(reason), peace willl be realised by 6éuni maginable horrorso (
*bid,p. 13. An o6unbridleddé nationalism ansthricxcl usi ve and a
6ot her 06, and can |l ead to genocide) while a 6dsaned patriotis

community, itself part of a wider cosmopolitan community, to which one still belongs.
246 Shoghi EffendiThe Promised Day is Com20Q
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6The Great Assembl aged: Foundation of G
Lesser Peace

The process of the growing consciousness of world solidantyich, in

Bah862 t ho u gretementcandraspéct of thettveentieth ceritury

was referred to by O06Abduél 6Bahg8 as Ot he
gradually shed its reflection in the political domain, the Lesser Peace.

|l ndeed, Bah§go? t hought mai nwoald n s t hat
consciousness can be associated with certain organisational developments in

the political domaif¥ T he o6 uni t wil, thds, be adrucial stagein

the development of a political peace amo
on the Lesser Peaan the letters He sent to the major rulers of His age, and

advised them to reduce their armaments, and develop a system of collective
security. AO rulers of the earth! Be r e
may need no more armaments save in a measursafeguard your

territories and dominions...Be united... Should anyone among you take up

arms against another, rise ye all against Him, for this is naught but manifest

j ustlinceadanot her passage, Bah8o6uoll 8h refe
gatheringof world leaders, at which a system of security, unity, and concord
among the nations would be devised. A Th

imperative necessity for the holding of a vast, an all embracing assemblage

of men will be universally realised. The rulemd kings of the earth must

needs attend it, and, participating in its deliberations, must consider such

ways and means as wil|l the | ay the found
among “Mmeno.

Shoghi Ef fendi explains tharlty HeiThe prin
unreservedly urges; recommends the reduction in national armaments; and
proclaims as necessary and inevitable the convening of a world gathering at
which the kings and rulers of the world will deliberate for the establishment
of peace among the hd o?fi Bhis call, reiterated more recently by the
Universal House of Justice and the BIC, now addresses itself to the heads of
nationstates, who have at this time become the higladting decision
makers, as well as to the global citizenry, who padites and gives input
(heard or unfortunately unheard) to these decisidfibeLesser Peace will,

thus, be characterised by the delineation of a global order that comprises
institutions and laws to which natistates abide, and endowed with the
means wih which collective decisions can be enforced, while being

247 The United Nations can be regarded as one of the world organisational developments.
8B a h § 6 WGkedningsM9.

249 5hoghi EffendiGod PassesBy Wi | mett e: Bah&62 -RPu8blishing Trust, 1999,
Bahgoéudl |l §8h, in His ternsed, awhpielael endo rteo roéekcienngtsl ya ntdh er uBa h §
Community calls on the heads of natert at es to consider the convocation of a

International CommunityTurning Point For All Nations4).
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substantially supported by civil society organisation and particip&tiohe

Bah8062 vision only endorses a programme
a consensus from the peoples of the worldjonsstates, international

organisations, and NGOs, in brief all the major stakehofderBhis

consensus i s Athe essenti al i ngredient (
governance. It is the cornerstone of the Lesser Peace and the fruits of the

O0Gr eamblAzsged of the | eaders of the natio
OAbdudél 6Bah8, wherein the foundations of
of the natiors t at es wi | | be | a*this eossensuse Lesser

would be based on the global acceptance ofreomcore values, and the

establishment of a general treaty or international constitution, which would

di stinguish itseltf from old O6cosmopol it :
universal conquests for personal and authoritarian designs, which did not

have attheir basis the principle of true justice, and the normative equality of

peoples and natiorfg!

The call to world leaders to establish the Lesser Peace and obtain from it the

sanction of the peoples of the worl d he
0 Abduh8,6 Btahe Uni versal House of Justice,
Community. Bah86udl |l 8h <cal leeldracihgor t he co
assembl yo; OAbdudél 6Bah8 advocated for th

the cause of universal consultation, undamtinthat it should seek to
establish a union of the nations of the world and establish a binding treaty;
at the present time, the Universal House of Justice highlights that this

convocation is 6élong overduebd. The BI C s
leadere t o consider how the international C
restructured to meet the challenges fac
participation and input from civil society. The BIC suggests that this

summi t which they p World8snenitan&lodald be cal l
Go v e r rrfacoutdeldi@w on the experience underlying various successful

UN conference$®l n particular, the Millennium Pe

the United Nations in May 2000 and-cbaired by the BIC, was the first of

its kind in UN history to be a channel for civil society to forward
discussions and ideas to the General Asseflfne of the foundations of
peace is that peoples would gradually come to recognise their common
destiny (which is also enshrined in the principle of onghesd would,

from this premise, have the will to act together, at least in matters vital to

%1 More importantly, the Universal House dfistice does not believe that a system of collective
security will work if only based on political agreements and protocols. The Universal House of Justice calls such

as system of collective security O6aationhi mer ab: it can only wo
22 Foad KatiraiGlobal Governance?.
®The Lesser Peace, being the term used by Bah862s, to de
ZADuringélong evolutionary processé as ever |l arger and

control of one or anber system of government, the temptation of universal empire repeatedly seized the

i maginations of the Caesars and Napol Geoturysof Leght91). ng such expans
®The Commission on Global Governance also summoned such

conference on governanced. QudtobahNeighboudoodB5in Gl obal Governance,
6Bahg§62 | nt er nalurhimyiPeint FoCAl Natiansp.idt vy ,
%7 Daniel Wheatley(Global Governance: Has a Paradigm Shi5s.
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their concerng®In the context of the Lesser Peace, an integrative process is
characterised by growing global cooperation. World conferences, the
creation of theLeague of Nations and the United Nations, the increasing
number and participation of NGOs, and the strengthening of regional
organisations (such as the EU) are identified as a momentum towards the
Lesser Peace.

One of the outcomesbdudt aBah§ospdcStmed:it

be the enunciation of a treaty binding on governments. In particular, all
states and nations would have to submit to a body of contract, in which clear
principles of international relations and laws are laid down, and

consequerdl agreements and obligations would be ascertained and
binding®® (These also include, as stated, worldwide disarmament, the
delineation of international borders and frontiers, the submission of disputes

to binding arbitration or judgement by a world cout and a Osystem

collective security to ensure ® hat
The steps leading to the Lesser Peace, according to the Universal House of

Justice, are part of this O6integrative

and comprise the features that can be identified as stages towards global
unity.

The various world conferences are

part

0

nt er

p

0

emerging unity of thod¥Tghhet & pnr owroprtlid uudred earl

spontaneity with which thesgovernment leaders have been acting together
i n responding to a variety of worl
0the cries...for attent:i
of gl obal governanced,e
0t he call raised for an

on
oW
i n
In addition, the Universal House of Justice identifies important and
auspicous steps to world order which have gradually included the creation
of the League of Nations, followed by the United Nations whose formation
corresponded with the process of the ending of ndtiokling characterised
by the independence of nhumerous naiofihe Universal House of Justice
also identifies their involvement with older nations in matters of mutual
concern. The international body elaborates on a number of steps that have
been taken towards the elaboration of world order: The consequent vast

2% These values of common concern comprise the elimination of prejudices based on class, gender,
race, level of economic and material development, and the right of all to an education, taaitisg¢ioeconomic
development. (Ulrich GollmeBa h 8§ 62 Pol j48l).cal Thought

29pid., p. 431

®0hid.and Brian Lepard, fPB.rob ®hodhieEifand did notfcall foaa rigid n s o
system of collective security, but for a flexible and etasfistem. (See Shoghi Effendihe World Order of

Bahg&o6wdl 118h1,) I n this way, the projection of a global

cr
to be given
iet ggd eMd teir o 1 ndv,0
ternational

of the signs that Bah862 cont e®fapl at e

cr

as

order ,

fixed, static model é It does not pr espaaling omeioni f i ¢ future

providing guidanc

elucidates that this alld e st programmes of soci al and economic

protection of the envir onme nCentayofLightppsl2zdd28e ansd6. (Bah§
%2 The Universal House of Justice, Lettgnity of Nations and theesser Peace
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increase in cooperation among hitherto isolated and antagonistic peoples

and groups in international undertakings in the scientific, educational, legal,

economic and cultural fields; the rise in recent decades of an unprecedented
number of international humant ar i an organi sati ons; t he
and youth movements calling for an end to war; and the spontaneous
spawning of widening networks of ordinary people seeking understanding

through personal communicatiéii.

The House of Justice subsequently psgsothat the numerous groups that

have come together in the form of regional organisations “opecate in

matters of common interest, such as the Association of South East Asian
Nations, the African Union, the European Union, or the international
congreses that testify to an urge to unity, are reflective of this trend.
Mentioning the integrative and disruptive processes, the Universal House of
Justice concludes, AfToget her with the
selfaggrandizement against which it celassly struggles, the drive

towards world unity is one of the dominant, pervasive features of life on the

pl anet during the closi®fg years of the

The Bahg806?2 I nternational Communityaods
Organisations: Precursors ofGlobal Institutions

The BIC recognises that the world is not ready for this system of planetary
government, and takes an incremental approach to the reform of the
international landscape that it recognises has grown in complexity since

1945. As early ag955, the first decade review of the UN charter, the BIC

proposed some guidelines for the reform of the United Nations
Organisatiof®based on the vision articul ated
lifetime. These suggestions have berdorsed by the BIC thirtyears later,

although further expounded and complementedsign that not much has

changed in regards to the functioning of the UN in the last thirty years. In

N

0O |

accordance wi t h i ts evolutionary mi nds

Community does notcall fadN abol i ti on, but for its
image of world order, furthermore, recognises the transitional period
delineating present times. This transition from a world based on national
sovereignty to a system of global governance, set around interalati

institutions that will develop into global institutions centred on humanity

ratherthannatios t at es, has been ® ermed a 6turni

n

Hi ghlighting the Bah862 support for thes:

of Justi ce n o ttepstowardisTworlel ortlee espeaially smee s

23 The Universal House of JusticEhe Promise of World Peace. 4.
%4 |bid., 21.
265 Among these proposals were included the gradual removal of the veto, the references to permanent

members, the eliminati on ofdhfe UN Gharter; aand the cdmpuiseryiyriédictiomof any ar ti cl e

the International Court of Justice.

®%precisely, the Bah§862 International Community entitled
6Turning Point For Al Nati onso.
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World War I, give hopeful signs. The increasing tendency of groups of

nations to formalize relationships which enable them teopmrate in

matters of mut ual i nterest & Whileprepare t
recognising the great achievements of the United Nations, and being active
observers of the organisation of the Lec
seek to reform organisations that embody a world vision while still based on

the dated principle of nationaovereignty. The BIC accordingly notes,

AEach attempt [the League of Nations an
address emergent recognition of global interdependence while preserving

i ntact state s o%¥dhisedoes motysignidybtital thesee | s e 0 .
organisations are not valued by the Universal House of Justice and the BIC;
rat her, the Bahg80?2 bodies contend t
become more global. I ndeed, the Bahg§d62 |
that the intricate agglomerate ioftitutions and relationships governing the

international system, including the defunct League of Nations and the

contemporary United Nations, point toward the recognition of an

interdependent humanity, and a more adequate future global governance

system Per se, AOften the Uni thheehitdNati ons me
most avi d *lthpughotnet Leage @f. Nations and the United

Nations are far from being perfect bodies, they represent international

processes and organisations, which \eMentually become more global.

Shoghi Effendi wrote in 1936:

AThough t he gr eatwaronatiopnalisry is grawingleuder by post
and more insistent every day, the League of Nations is as yet in its
embryonic state, and the storm clouds that gathering may for a time

totally eclipse its powers and obliterate its machinery, yet the direction in

which the institution itself is operating is most significant. The voices that

have been raised ever since its inception, the efforts that have bet exer

the work that has already been accomplished, foreshadow the triumphs

which this presently constituted institution, or any other body that may

supersede it, i destined to achieve. o
Moreover, despite all its failures, the League represented thepfaper

attempt by the nations to Oassume <col |l ec
actiono. Consistent with the Bah862 prop

all aspects of international relations and history in general, the League of
Nations, folloved by the perfected United Nations, are processes that will
eventually lead to a more complete and cosmopolitan system needed for the

%7 The Universal House of JusticEhePromise of World Peacéd 1.
Bah§62 | nt er nalurhimyiPeint FoCAH Natiansp.i t vy ,
29 Foad KatiraiGlobal Governance72.
20 shoghi Effendi,The Wor |l d Order 1091 .BathASbodudd !l é8Bhah§ | ooked down
Versailles settlement, which tdim was only capable of bringring about an even fiercer war. Even if the League
of Nations had been brought into being and represented a breakthrough in the concept of collective security, it
represented the beginning of a long process of internatiogahisations that would eventually lead to the Lesser
Peace. However, it was not an effective collective body as such. (See Shoghi Bffendorld Order of
Bah8§06w@). | §h,
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organisation of the planet, namely the ldirge picture of a world federal
state or world commonwealth of nations basadaccosmopolitan modél

where not only states, but peoples are crucial elements. Both the federal and
commonwealth models represent alternative routes to world order that
would be increasingly centred on humanity, rather than natetes.
According to $®ioghi Effendi, the process, which launched the League of

Nati ons, represented the attainment At o

the whole body of nations will be made the ruling principle of international

| i f'felon.deed, Bahg8062s asmlé ¢oninteaatiomab r y i mpor
organisations as regards their potential to participate in a new design of

gl obal governance. Lepard remar ks, nét

organisation has reflected a steady evolution towards higher and higher
forms of unity and dwards the development of a new awareness that the

diverse peoples of the earth together constitute a single world

¢ o mmu rf"iMorgaver, the idea of process contains a powerful element

of optimism, which considers punctual failures (such as the League of
Nations or the refusal for an economic unity in Europe) as an impetus
towards an improved structural form. As Shoghi Effendi wrote:

AThe fierce opposition which greeted the
Protocol; the ridicule poured upon the proposal bindted States of Europe

which was subsequently advanced, and the failure of the general scheme for

the economic unity of Europe, may appear as setbacks... And yet, are we not

justified in driving fresh encouragement when we observe that the very

consider&ion of these proposals is in itself an evidence of the steady growth

in the minds dhd hearts of men?od

We can now notice that each of these institutions has been realised, although
ridiculed, and then hailed as failures.

Ethical Reforms

Part of the sugestions of the BIC relating to UN reform is based on a
reconsideration of human values, and a new starting point for building a
new system of global governance. The most important ethical consideration
in review is the interdependent relationship existegwveen the individual

and the international community, meaning that the individual unit is a
responsibility of the world community as a whole, in which national
citizenship or artificial constructed states are absolutely irrelevant.
Individual human beigs, who are the units that make up humanity, must be
protected regardless of artificially constructed states. This is an important
aspect of human rights, as these rights originate from the body of mankind
as opposed to national communities that often depleir realisation. This
notion can be found in Thomas Paineds wo

21 bid., p. 193.
272 Brian LepardFrom League of Nationg9.
23 ghoghi EffendiTh e Wor | d Orde#4. of Bah§o6udl | §h,
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My attachment is to all t RdhomasCl d, and n
Wal ker expl ains, AFor Paine, there was a
mankind. Particular national attachments should carry little weight with
enlightened nf€The BIOQ chiteratesnthismpoint. Since the

body of humankind is indivisible, Aeach
the world as a 2% ThissdhtionsHip reprasents vhe o | e 0 .
foundation of human rights, and is an important consideration for reforms to

be brought into the international system. Additionally, discussions about the

international order must include the generality of humanity, and not only

sections of people, usually leaders in all fields of human knowledge. This

discussion should involve men and women at the grassroots levels, and

should lead to a sefkinforcing process and growing awareness of world

citizenship®”’ Finally, reforms pertainig to the United Nations, and other

international institutions, can only be envisaged in the light of their future

role in the international system. If criticism outweighs praise of the United

Nations, it is necessary, according to the BIC, to view theedritations,

not in its present form, but with an dbev
of how it might operate within the future international order, and the

possible achievements and benefits it might be able to préide.

This cosmopolitan basis Isked to more practical measures to reform the

UN body whose functioning operations have remained unchanged for the

|l ast fifty years. I ndeed, Bah862 suggest
the reforms brought by the Commission of Global Governdiéanong

many others, a point of common venture would be the call for the adoption

of new values along with the development and reform of the international

system. The BIC describes the report of the Commission on Global
GovernanceQur Global Neighbourhoghs 6 one of the most bal
t hought ful 6 whi ch ¢ adoglieneobnew \alues,tahh e wi de sy
well as structural r ef ofmeadoptionofhe Unit ed
new values should not just be a theoretical grounding, but according to the

Bah862 viewpoint ought to be enshrined i
stated, It is recommended that the United Nations adopt a Bill of Rights,

which guarantees to every individual freedom of speech, of the press, of

religion, and of thought, as wells freedom from racial and religious

discrimination, freedom from arbitrary arrest and imprisonment, equality of

2 Thomas C. WalkefThe Forgotten Prophe60.

275 |bid.
2Bahg§62 | nt er nalurhimgiPaint FOCAH Natiansg.i t vy ,
277 |bid.
28 1hid. 7
219 The BIC also mentions the early work of the lawyers Glenville Clark and Louis B. Sébmig
Peace Through WorldLaw and i ndi cates that this work represented a O6mil

proposalsd in its eafthewetoapdwenirctleecarly 050s. THe 8IC aldp guotest wiorksn o
such as the ¢S CamknhRedpansibility in the 19 de Be nj ami n NEvelegan c z6s wor k
Foundations for Global Surviva(lbid., 23).

280 |pid. p. 3.
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sexes, equality before the law, equality of opportunity, and other such basic
281

rights:

The Commission on Global Governancesahoes this wis by underlining

the necessity of elaborating a gl obal Ch
international community to unite in support of a global ethic of common

rights and shared responsibilities. In our view, such an étin@nforcing

the fundamerad rights that are already part of the fabric of international

norms i would provide the moral foundation for constructing a more
effective sys t*Referonf) to gighte and neaponsilgiliies

such as a secure life; equitable treatment; ppetimn in governance at all

levels; equal access to information; equal access to the global commons; the

promotion of equity, including gender equity; and the preservation of

humani tyo6s cul tur al and intellectual her
s t a We helieve this list of rights and responsibilities in the minimum
basis for progress in building a more ci

hope that these principles could be embodied in more binding international
document a global Charter of Civil Soetyié ¢**

In 1947, a Bah862 declaration on Human R
statement on Womends Rights) was submitt
becoming an accredited NGO at the United Nations in 1948, the BIC sent a

letter to former Secretar@eneral, Mr Dag Hammarskjold in 1955, which

included proposals for the revision of the UN Chaffem the 1955

statement, the BIC put forward several suggestions regarding UN reform, as

it highlighted that o&éreal sitotivne ofe i gnty i s
the national state because the nations |
€0t hat the existing crisis is moral and
that the existing crisis can only be surmounted by the achievement of a

world order represdatives of governments as well as the nations of

ma n k Pslweld as underlining the erosion of national sovereignty, and

placing emphasis on moral aspects of governance, this statement joined the

advocacy of Bah86udll 8h anfdraimbredudl 6 Bahs§
adequat e representation of Opeopl esod i
6government so. Both are comprhaknmgent ary wh

in the international community. The basis of these considerations was to

stand at the heart of practicakforms that demanded the timely

readjustment of thenodus operanddo f t he UN. I n this respec
International Community suggests a body of proposals relating to the

operation of the main organs of the United Nations. These entail suggestions

for the reforms of the legislative, executive, and judicial functions of the

UN.

®lBah§62 | nonamunitg in:iFaad KaliraiG®bal Governancel24.
282 Commission on Global Governan€ur Global Neighbourhood6.

28 pid. 57.

24 |n: Foad KatiraiGlobal Governances?.

285 |bid
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The BIC deplores the lack of cosmopolitan ingredient within the structure

and functioning of international organisations. Indeed, most of these failures

are due to the fact thahe United Nations represents an assemblage of

nationstates, which often strive to maximise their self interests.
Accordingly, the BI C remarKks, AThe Unite
authority but also the requisite resources to act effectivelyost mstances.
Accusations of the United Nationsdo fail
members t at es t % 8imilarly, Ithe eepodt of the Commission on

Global Governance remarks:

AWhen governments or people speak of ref
address a process of change that has to begin in national behaviour, not on

the banks of the East River in New York. National behaviour is a product of

national decisiormaking and national policies: it is here that strengthening

of the UN must begin. Welwhile reforms of UN structures ought to be

pursued, and we propose several in this report, but the greatest failings of

the UN have not been structural: they have been collective failings of the

memberst at esé The point canndt be made more

Structural Reforms: Legislative, Executive, and Judicial Functions of
the UN

In an earlier passage, It was noted tha
progressive one, namely one that passes through different stages. The

collective life of humanity hasthus, been compared with the life of an

individual going through childhood, adolescence, and matAstyhis view

concerns the common life of humanity as a single body, it applies to

international organisations, and their constant improvement. The ¢.edgu

Nations could, hence, be compared to the embryonic stage of the life of

i nternational institutions, and Bahgo6?2 r
system are intrinsically linked to the view that evolution is a feature of

human life. As such, intertianal organisations are thought to lead to ever

closer integration in the life of humanity, founded upon the growing

recognition of the oneness of humankind. The realisation of the oneness of

humankind, an ethical foundation, is linked to giving more raeah

enforcement to the main organs of the United Nations, which are to

safeguard the individual from abuse and injustice, and to advance the
process of peaceful <change. Bahg8§62s, thu
as a move towards the goal of humandrigti.e. global unity® Structural

reforms are also enshrined in the belief that human nature is not inherently

aggressive, that transformation is possible, and that the physical integration

of humankind is a mirror of the oneness of mankind, as discabsee.

Bahg§62 | nt er nalurhimgiPaint FOCAH Natiansy.i t vy ,
287 Commission on Global Governan&@yr Global Neighbourhoo®27-228.
288 |bid.
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l nsof ar as, in the words of 0Abdudl 6Bah
cooperati on #mhissheranelbang is ddtter senved, through

operations which can optimise this human need, which due to the global

stage in which we find ourkes, take the form of intricate global

cooperation. Morality and ethics, as it was underlined, are the reflection of

more global cooperative and practical efforeflected in the proposal for

retaining independent functional organisations, which prongitbal

integration, and international peace.

Thus, Bahg862 practical reforms keep in |
sustained by the principle of oneness, seek to maintain and reinforce the

spirit of collaboration in an interdependent and singledmity, and stress

the importance of the participation of peoples in world affairs. In brief,

Bah§go? practical reforms are I|inked to
Faith, as they seek to enhance more peaceful relations central to the vision
ofhumanink gr ati on and oneness, developed by

and Shoghi Effendilt has been argued that the normative basis of the
oneness of mankind is also thoroughly linked with the notion of breaking

away from the concept of state sovereignty, whaghunderpinning the

centrality of states, fails to recognise the fact of global interdependence, and
limits international affairs to an outdated staemtric view.Si nce At he
anarchy inherentin staover ei gnty i s ?fitbevUniteg t o a c| |
Natiors must demonstrate the ability to disregard this concept. This
theoretical background is reflected in the suggested reforms for the three
main organs of the UN, which are the General Assembly, the Security
Council, and the International Court of JusticeeTreforms of the UN, as
proposed by the BIC, are in line with the vision of Shoghi Effendi, when he
referred to the very lonterm vision of a world federal government.
Namely, he mentioned that the world parliament should create binding law,

that an intenational force should back up the world executive, and that the

world tribunal should have binding decisiona the parties and on all

disputes that may arise in the international syst&tmoghi Effendi,
furthermore, noted that the world parliament shoh&l elected by the
peoples, and that the supreme tribunal S
such cases where the parties concerned did not voluntarily agree to submit
their case i fi'The iscefiestad] ad we shall see in the next
secton, in the more incremental reforms of the three main organs of the UN.

Starting with the General Assembly, the BIC identifies its main failures with

t he undue wei ght t o state sovereidg
conservati smdé as emfadesanciosS’ i, hescefartm a b i | i t
calls for a more representative General Assembly, indeed, one that would
represent more accurately both the peoples and nations of the world. This

nty
y t

296 Ab d u 6 The BrarhuBation of Universal Pea@5

20ghoghi EffendiTh e Wor | d Or de202. of Bah§o6uél | §h,
21 |bid.

2Bah§62 | nt er nalurhimgiPeint FoCAl Natims,8.i t vy ,
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cal l I's reminisce
1875, Aié it woul d

of consultative assemblies €& shoul d
the peBpnaeeEdd, unli ke peopleds accep
legislative bodies, internatiohdegislative bodies are likely to entice
suspicion insofar as they are not adequately represghtattiitionally, the
resolutions of the UN should have the force of law, and be endowed with
provisions and sanctions, so that they can address the needs of a
increasingly interdependent humanity more efficiently, and abandon certain
paralysing aspects of state sovereignty. The BIC states:

nt of the adé&imcacy ¢
be pipamhaeentanierhbers i f t h
S b
[ t

7

Al n a refor med Uni t ed Nati ons, t he l eg
structure will need to represent more accuratelypéaple of the world as

well as natiorstates. Second, General Assembly resolutions are not binding

unless they are separately ratified as a treaty by each member state. If the

current system, which places state sovereignty above all other concerns, is

to give way toa system which can address the interests of a single and
interdependent humanityhe resolutions of the General Assemblwithin

a limited domain of issues must gradually come to possess the force of

law with provisions for both enforcemerdgnd sanctions. These two

shortcomings are closely linkednas much as the majority o
people, suspicious and fearful of world government, are unlikely to submit

to an international institution unless it is itself more genuinely
represéhtative. o

These reforms are suggested so as to promote the image of a single and
interdependent humanity, which constitutes the more normative principles

of the Faith that have been reviewed previously, and the emphasis that
Bah86udl |l 8h pl ac e decommendétiprns op b eglsb@dl i n Hi s
governance system, or the equivalent of a global civil so€ietythe short

term reforms of the GA, the BIC proposes five measures. Firstly, it suggests

that minimum requirements should be raised and determined by the way a
government conduct itself towards its peoples:

AWi t hout an unshakeabl e commitment to r
universal participation by secret ballot, freedom of expression, and to other

such human rights, a member state stands in the way dacthee and

intelligent participation of the vast majority of its population in the affairs of

its own communities. We propose that there should be consequences for

member states violating these standards. Similarly, nations seeking

recognition should be deed membership until they openly espouse these
standards or make recogni za&ble efforts t«

23 b d u 6 | Th8Zetrd of Divine Civilizatiog4.

2% This also explains the suspicion shown towards the discussion, for example, of a world government.
%Bahg§62 | nt er nalurhimgiPeint FolCAH Natiansg.i t vy ,

2%Bahg§62 | n tmenunityaTurhimgPeint FoCAl Nationss.
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The demands for a more democratic representation within the General

Assembly, and for raising minimum requirements for membership (this

would include, for example, a commitment to human rights) are regarded as

foundational in the operations of the General Assembly. Violations of

human rights in national systems are most certainly bound to have negative

effects on the international system awl#le, as they impede on citizenry

participation, which is crucial to the flourishing of international society. The

Bah8062 Faith holds no dogmatic views on
be handled, as long as they are part of a fair system. Whatgested is

changing the 6one state, one voteod princ
6some form of proportionate representati
Assembly a more equal partner with the Security Codtidit. a letter in

1942, Shoghi Effendiexali ned t hat even though O0Abdubd
clear vision of global governance, these concerned more fundamental

principles than a rigid formula:

AThough it i's premature to try and ende
various nations would be representedany international council, or in any
i nternational form of government, it is

it could only be carried out on the basis of true justice; and justice does not
imply one race having a preponderating vote over somer othg ac e 6 s
representatives, and thus *eing in a posi

Other proposals relating to the legislative function include the setting up of
an International Commission in order to study the question of international
boundaries instead of egjating the problem to the World Court. The latter
commission would serve as a stuglpund and as a practical agency for the
assessments of threats against various civil groups, and the results of its
research would serve as a warning system for growengidns among
various group$?® The 1995 report of the BIC deplores the way in which
nationstates were initially arbitrarily designed, a situation that has led to
many conflicts, and which highlights the need for a more genuine general

reassessment and age me n t on national border s. Al n
genuine community of nations the long run, it will be necessary to settle
finally all disputes among bor®lers. This

[Emphasis added] This measure aims at providingoat-#&rm remedy for

ethnic conflicts, as these conflicts also have to be tackled at the level of

principle, that is, by promoting global values that would seek to efface

hatred and exclusiveness in the very loaign. If like Mitrany, we could say

thatths woul d bring about di scord, accordin
shortterm measure (as with most proposals that relate to UN reforms) that

could provide a basis upon which ethnic conflicts could be brought to

"Jeffrey Huf fi ne,sn BatinBBahagod& Nafla Ghanesas (@dBrpasses]9.
2% ghoghi Effendi, in: Foad KatiraGlobal Governance9?.
%Bahg§62 | nt er naTuiniogrPaint Fo€AllNatoms9i Tthig proposal is reminiscent of

the call made by O6Abdu6l 6Bah8 to have a binding treating t|
international borders in a more fitting manner.

30 |bid.
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appeasement. As boundaries were mostlyitrarly designed (the

boundaries of the majority of the nations are identical with the boundaries of

col oni al states established by the Eur c
contends that there should be an authority to settle boundary disputes

adequately. Itis in the light of this recognised hindrance to peace and
security that the | atter proposal I's mad
to do away with groupings such as the nastate is mirrored in this BIC

proposal, and in the call for reassessintgrnational borders for greater

security, and as a preventive measure against conflicts. More importantly,

there is recognition that boundaries are artificial and imagined, but since

they exist, there must be shtetm mechanisms to deal with them.

Andee sonods observation t hat nati ons ar e
communitieso that require considerabl e s
propagate, -Bah®és mwmAblkduebrl ier descripti

peopl es as Al i1 mited unandiwdgheu reabhi c h ar e
found®WiThheo.arti ficial and arbitrary nat.
coupled with insufficient mechanisms for handling boundary disputes, has

been one of the major sources of imeational conflict in the past two

cent Wfndeesilg. t he Bah862 model rests on a
through intermediary steps, sets to achieve a real unity among peoples. In a

time of ethnic hatred, a more adequate reconfiguration of boundaries would

serve as a Owarning syshemB8ah¥bdughhbskes
render frontiers O&édmeaningl essd, it I S mc
and principles. It is clear that the Ba
commitment to peace on ideological commitments either. It seeks to

promotean active peace, not only based on a political basis, but on the

release of the powers of the individual; a new conception of human

relationships; the reduction of the gap between extremes of wealth and

poverty; and the promotion of sustainable developnmeasures. More

importantly, world citizenship education is viewed as a{trg preventive

measure against ethAb@ased conflicts.

AConsciousness of the oneness of humani't
could protect it from ethnic and religiousrdlict and encourage processes

of collaboration and conciliation. It could generate a desire to base decisions

on just principles and |l ead to the devel
both characté® and authorityoo.

As regards financial arrangemsntwhich are a great impediment to the

successful conduct of UN operations, the BIC underlines that voluntary
arrangements would never be sufficient, and suggests that an expert task

force should be established tonsearch fo
studying alternatives, the Task Force should be mindful of several

MGAbdubl 6Bahg§ spoke o fandtha atificnltyohbeundaries.f humanki nd
%02 Graham HassalContemporary Governance
303 |bid.
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